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The White House Trip
Did you know? Ditmas’ very own students and teachers went to the
White House!
When Mr. Kevorkian saw the White House he had an overwhelming
feeling of a beautiful home, which was, “surrounded by security and security,”
as Mr. Kevorkian put it. He said that about 9 Ditmas students went with Mr.
Carideo, and Mr. Liotta. The NYCDOE was, unfortunately, unable to make
up their mind on whether to send them in the morning or in the afternoon, so
they ended up going in the afternoon. Had they gone there before, they would
have met the President!
The Ditmas students and the teachers took the Amtrak train, got off
and went to the Lincoln Memorial and then grabbed McDonalds. They then
went to the Eisenhower Building. On the 4th floor they were escorted with another group of students from a school in Newark NJ, to a room full of software
engineers. Mr. Carideo and Mr. Liotta’s dream had come true!
Mr. Carideo was, “Very excited and feeling fortunate.” He recalls that,
“We went with three 6th graders, five 7th graders, one 8th grader, Mr. Kevorkian, Mr. Liotta and Raquel, who is the head of SEP.” He also said that they
went to the Lincoln Memorial first, then the Washington Monument. They,
“reflected at the reflecting pool,” executive office, which was located next to
the White House, and they met Meghan Smith, who is the Chief Technology
Officer of the USA. He said that it took them about 3 and a half hours to get
there. When they were in the, “room full of software engineers, the kids put
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...continued from page 2

together and programmed a robot.”
I wasn’t able to interview all the lucky kids who were able to go on the White
House Trip but I did interview Shanay Massimi and Zannatul Ala, who are both in class
750.
Shanay said that, “Students from all the grades went to the trip and Mr. Carideo, Mr. Liotta, and Mr. Kevorkian also went.” She also said, like Mr. Carideo, that they
programmed and built robots. When I asked where the robots were now, she replied,
“They are in a room in the White House.” She also added that they Skyped Jessica
Alba, who told them about how technology affected her life and career.
When Zannatul was interviewed she simply said, “There were four different
groups, one made the dancing robot, another made the Lego robotics, another did
scratch, and we built the robot out of wood.”
This opportunity does not come to many. While the students were unfortunate
that they did not meet the president, they are still very lucky that they got to go to the
White House.
- Anna Siddiqui
On December 1, 2014 Jacqueline Woodson, National Book Award Winner for Brown Girl Dreaming visited Ditmas. In addition to sharing her
memoir and poetry writing techniques, Jacqueline shared her upset over the watermelon joke told by Daniel Handler, a friend, at her award
ceremony. Ditmas and Johnstown, Pennsylvania students reacted. The Pennsylvania students are in high school.

Commentary of Offensive Jokes/References:

Cultural Comedy, Cruel or Cute?

When is it wrong to joke around about race, culture and ethnicity?
When Jacqueline Woodson received her National Book Award for her memoir Brown Girl Dreaming,
her friend Daniel Handler, who had had her to his home as a guest, joked about her aversion to watermelon seeds. Her ire at this watermelon joke which referenced black stereotypes resulted in a powerful NY Times piece about the Watermelon joke published on November 29th, 2014. Her response
to this seemingly “joking” reference at an awards ceremony, led to inviting a diverse-students from
Uzbek, Pakistan, Dominican Republic, Bangladesh, Yemen, Nepal, Haiti, Ecuador, Mexico and the
streets of Brooklyn – to reflect on how they would react to a “culturally, ethnically, religiously or racially” referenced “joke.” To further add a layer of real world complexity to the issue, students were
asked to consider whether it would matter if the person making the “joke” were from the identical
cultural, ethnic, religious or racial group- an “insider” or an “outsider” from another mix. The answers and reflections of the students were not only “writing prompt” responses, but also portals for
writing with the purpose of crafting their own affirming cultural identities with self defined concepts
of what is “funny” and what is “not funny.”
Were someone to talk negatively about
my religion, I would not be upset. No
one would pay attention to that person
or think his/her remarks were true. Were
someone of my religion to make negative statements about it, I would also
not be upset. This reaction from an
insider would not offend me because the
insider knows how it feels to be part of
that religion, so she/he feels what I feel.
Were it someone of a different religion,
talking badly about mine, I would be
upset because she/he don’t know about
my religion and certainly not enough to
talk badly about it.
- Guljahon Ismatillaeva

Were someone to make fun of my religion
or culture, I would not make a great deal
of that. I would just ignore it, unless it got
to be too much. You cannot expect everyone to respect all ethnicities and religions.
- Ifa Farruct
I feel that I would not be offended if my race
or religion were to be made fun of because
religious offensiveness is a sign of ignorance. When ignorant people are upset with
one another, they use race/stereotypes as
an excuse to offend. All races and religions
have stereotypes. However, these lack the
substance of truth.
- Elijah Diaz

I don’t really get offended if someone
of my race or ethnic background were
to say something. My lack of offense
would be because the person making the comment would be of my same
group. I would not even get offended if
someone from a different race uttered a
joke. But that would depend on whether
it was harsh or not. Probably I would be
able to laugh at a joke as long as it is not
very harsh. I would be chalk up that joke
to immaturity and arrogance.
- Rutibar Filotov
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Were someone to say something negative
about my religion, I wouldn’t get offended. This
is because the individual does not know anything about what goes on in my religion. He/she
do not know the importance and the joyfulness
of my religion.
In response to such negative comments, I
would not care at all. These comments about
my religion, are their opinions which I do not
share. Were I to reply to their comments, I
would say, “That’s what you think, and walk
away.” I am proud and happy about my religion.
No comments can change that pride.
- Lybah Mohammed
Were someone to utter derogatory comments
about my culture, I wouldn’t be offended. Instead, I would be upset at their level of immaturity. Were they to do this continually, I might
warn them about how they are misrepresenting their group. In a way, I’d be upset about
my group, not the persons misrepresenting it.
That’s one of the reasons why the comment
was made in the first place. Had my group
represented itself well enough to start with,
their ideas would be better and more correctly
known.
- Joseph Gonzelez
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Poetry Tribute
Jacqueline Woodson is the one
The one and only.
Who is she?
A strong, bold book author.
She has wonderful kids
As beautiful as the
Hot sunrise
On a warm beach.
Please return
To advise and inspire
Us
To our destiny.
Together we can write.
Together we can read.
Together we can talk.
Together we can sing.

Michael Downes
FACULTY ADVISOR

Amanda Xavier
ELA EDITOR

Inspired by Jacqueline’s passion in her
poetry and words
Continue the Fight
My eyes fill with tears,
And I can barely see.
Why do these events and words steal what
I love?
Slowly all I love is being taken away from
me.
I can’t stand to see more suffering.
I wish this pain would go away.
The light inside me fades a little more
With each passing day.
Someone please give me the courage,
To fight a little longer
I feel so helpless now.
What in the world can I do to grow stronger?
- Obed Arias

Together we can express ideas
Together we can be the persons we are
meant to be.
We can lead together.
- Theresia Walker –Kune

In answer to the last poetic commentary, teachers can engage students in defining what kind of “jokes” they will allow around them
and whether they will allow them to be made by insiders or outsiders or neither. This type of reflection and the continual need to
assess at different points in our lives and in different contexts including who the “speaker”is- what is funny and what is hurtful; is
part of 21st century global living. Why not immediately immerse students in this ongoing life and ethnicity defining process? That
is authentic writing and speaking and listening for a purpose. The joke, if any, needs to be funny for its intended target,its audience
and to its creator.

Major Johnstown High School Student Partners React:
To make jokes about another person’s race, culture,
ethnicity, religion etc… is childish and simply ignorant.
But all the same people are getting weaker and weaker
mentally. Lots of people are being too soft about things
like this, in finding them offensive. Someone finding
something offensive or not liking a statement is just the
same as someone liking a statement in the manner that
is it all freedom of speech. We have freedom of speech
but that doesn’t make your opinion better than mine or
anyone else’s. Someone’s finding something offensive is
just as easily disregarded as the “Have a nice day” from
a store clerk. What I’m trying to say is that people don’t
have to care about anything anyone says. We need to
be tougher emotionally, and go a little easier on those
who aren’t so tough emotionally. In conclusion I am not
offended by anything negative people say about me.
- Kameron Buchanan

The reaction I would take to a racial “joke” depends
on who states the joke and the situation in which it is
spoken. If a friend and I are sharing jokes between each
other and one of them happened to be about my race, I
would not feel offense. On the other hand, if I am arguing with someone and they use a racial “joke”, I would
take offense and react negatively. It all depends on the
atmosphere of the moment.
In terms of my religion, I do not appreciate when it is
joked about. Since it simplifies how I believe my life is
based and how it should be lived, most jokes defy it and
disrespect the concept. If the joke is towards positivity,
as performing a good action, I won’t be offended.
- Jemal Gause

Ditmas IS62 Bulldog Buzz

Page 5

February 2015

700 Cortelyou Road • Brooklyn, NY 11218 • (T) 718-941-5450 • (F) 718-693-7433

Barry Kevorkian
PRINCIPAL
Michelle Esposito, AP
Gina Lynch, AP
Marielena Santiago, AP
ADMINISTRATIVE AP ACADEMIC, PERFORMING & VISUAL ARTS LAW AND COMMUNITY SERVICE

Karina Costantino
SUPERINTENDENT
Gina Smalley, AP
Dr. Rose Reissman
6TH GRADE EXPLORATORY ACADEMY ASSISTANT TO MR. DOWNES

Michael Downes
FACULTY ADVISOR

Amanda Xavier
ELA EDITOR

...continued from page 4

If my religion, race, or sex were to be brought up in a
joking matter I wouldn’t mind too much. Many of these
jokes are stereotypical and I have the understanding
that most stereotypes are a result of a majority of the
group’s actions. Although, this may be unfair to those
who are not a part of that majority, stereotypes are a
part of life, as are cruel jokes. The best way to deal with
it, simply, is to either ignore it or understand that it is
only a joke, or point out how you dislike it.
- Katrina Mauersberg

I would never make a possibly offensive joke if I didn’t
know the person I was telling it to and how they would
react. When I tell jokes, I’m not telling them to hurt anyone’s feelings, I’m telling them because I want to make
people laugh, and everyone should be able to laugh at
themselves. I make jokes about stereotypes with my
black friends, but the reason they’re funny isn’t because
they’re true, it’s because they’re not, and to suggest that
they are is absurd to the point of being laughable. Where
I’m from, the people you make fun of the worst are the
ones you like most.
- Aiden Stuart

A Backward Glance Forward to My Childhood Reading Past
Jacqueline Woodson came and had me amazed. I was so happy to meet her. In addition to hearing about her
memoir and cultural issues, I was very surprised as she shared the range of many books she has written.
Suddenly, it dawned on me. I remember when I was in Kindergarten and I read a book that she wrote. That
powerful book was The Other Side. It was about segregation. However, I didn’t know she wrote it, until she told
the class. I’m very glad I got the pleasure to meet her and I hope she visits us again! It is great that my childhood
author is the same award winning YA author I met at Ditmas.
- Allison Dubrow

Behind the
Stage Performance
We, the audience see concerts, but we don’t see
how much work it takes to get on that stage and act. As a
dancer and performer, I know exactly what it takes to go on
stage and perform in front of people. While it seems easy on
stage, the effort to present that ease is tremendous.
As a dancer in Ms. Donadio’s class, I know what it
is like to prepare for a concert. We, first of all, need as much
time as we need to prepare for the concert. We start off
our routine by stretching out. Then we start our dance. We
practice as much as possible; dancing as if we were dancing on stage. Dancing to the same choreography multiple
times. Sometimes we learn a new choreographic routine. We
master one piece of it before learning the other piece. Then
we practice it over and over again.
It’s not always like this. Sometimes there are problems with the choreography or something else. Or sometimes there is a person who is not present for practice.
Everything needs to be smooth on stage. Time does not
stop but goes on and on and on. The sweat before the performance that seems effortless, is the price the teacher and
the students prepay for that work. Think about this the next
time you watch a performance.
- Zebo Sultanova

Winter Concert

In December, when it was the Winter Concert, I was excited and
nervous when we went on stage. I was very nicely dressed and
all of my friends too, were nicely dressed. We were practicing
our songs. While we were waiting, we were watching 7th and
8th graders perform on the computer. The performance was
great. I loved the songs they performed, we were up next. Ms.
Hopkins was so nervous and we were all acting crazy. We performed “Do You Want to Build A Snowman,” “For the First Time
in Forever,” “Let it Go,” and “Do They Know it’s Christmas time at
All.” Everyone clapped and we were so surprised. We thanked
Ms. Hopkins for her help and everything. Sarah gave a present
to Ms. Hopkins. At last we took a picture of all the students that
performed in our concert. We were so happy. For me, it was the
best day of my life. We also met Ms. Hopkins’ parents and they
said we performed so well. It was a great day.
- Carolina Sanchez
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“KLASS” with Kass

Using musical and dramatic license to celebrate Mr. Kass!!!
Ever notice that intense figure conducting our fabulous concerts? Yes, that dramatic figure is
Mr. Kass, Ditmas Keyboard Instructor for over 200 students. For over 22 years, Mr. Kass has
taught keyboard and introduced instrumental music and more to students at Ditmas.
His hard work and passion result in the sound of instrumental music at Ditmas Winter and
Spring Concerts. Mr. Kass teaches not only concertizing, but also life lessons. Every student
must be prepared for the concert. A chain of music or work is only as strong as its weakest
link. Mr. Kass finds concert preparation both”exciting and nerve racking.” Why would Mr.
Kass devote his extensive musical ability to such a tension ridden task? In his own words:
“I enjoy watching students and I love seeing them excel at the keyboard.” Mr. Kass is a freelance musician. He plays with many orchestras. To relax from the tension of musicianship,
he exercises and goes to the movies.
Taking “class” with Mr. Kass, is a crescendo of excitement and results in beautiful music.
The music and rhythms you learn help you “master” life as well.
- Helena Sagaille

Student Council Beat

Popularity vs. Intelligence?

Would Popular “Win Out” over Intelligent?
The student council wants to hold an election for an executive
board. They want to have a president, vice-president, and treasury-secretary. Some people want to have an executive board,
but others not so much. Some believe that we should have an
election because more would be accomplished and the meeting
will be more organized.
But, others don’t want to hold an election because they feel
as though the people who are “popular” or well-known will win
no matter what. They feel as though what happened last year
would happen again; popularity won and the guy that won didn’t
really achieve anything to make our school better. If we do end
up having an election, will the most popular or the best hardworking candidate win?? More importantly would history be
forced to be repeated again?
Readers, how would you as citizens of Ditmas vote? Do you
want an elected President and will trust the winner of the election to get things done or do you want the student council as a
group to work together to affect change?
Weigh in or not- Send me your reactions care of
towdownes@yahoo.com
- Ernata Preval

How Students
Should Do Their Homework
On January 10, 2015, our school I.S.62 had a meeting
with volunteers from the NY CARES for certain things
such as homework help, fun with food and much more.
Dr. Rose and I decided to ask the volunteers how students should do their homework.
By themselves
Tell them the answer
Give them a hint
Then we asked them how do we begin doing
homework. One of the volunteers said that they should
introduce themselves. Dr. Rose and I gave out a homework sheet that some of the sixth grade teachers gave to
the students. After we introduced ourselves we looked at
the title and looked at the hard words. Then we look at
the words that we already know.
Another volunteer suggested that we should
read the questions first. We also asked questions about
what’s the gender of the government and what happens
if we use all the fossil fuel up. That’s some ways students
should do their homework.
Ditmas Buzz editor Evelyn Valez explained differentiated instruction to the adult volunteers. She wants
to become a teacher and demonstrated her developing
expertise.
- Zaakaya Young
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Behind the Scenes of DNN

Baby Boom !!!!!
Returning mothers’ stories after leaving their maternity
leave. Ms. Rashid and Ms. Somerville have returned from
their maternity leave, while Ms. Smith is yet to come back on
December 19. These three new mothers have gone through
a major change in their lives. They now have a new addition
to their family and must be very happy. I’m sure we are happy
for them as well.
First I interviewed Ms. Summerville. Her baby Addison was
born on September 16, 2014. I asked her if her daily activities
have changed since Addison was born. She responded, “Yes
– It’s all about her.” Nowadays it’s harder for her to come to
school. Asking her who takes care of her daughter, she said
her father and mother in law. During her maternity leave, she,”
Fed her and slept when she slept.” She both missed school
and didn’t. Ms. Summerville didn’t want to leave her daughter
but she wanted things to go back to normal.
Then I interviewed Ms. Rashid, who had a baby, Muhammed, on September 16, 2014. Ms. Rashid’s daily
activities have definitely changed since she had her baby,
“It’s more work.” Unlike Ms. Summerville, she finds it easy to
come to school as her mom takes care of Muhammed. On
her maternity leave, she spent time with her four boys. And
like any loving teacher she definitely missed her students.
Finally I interviewed Mrs. Smith, who is a proud mother to
Charles Mac Smith. He was born on November 6, 2014. Her
daily activities have definitely changed since when she had
Charlie. She used to be able to have more time to cook, one
of her hobbies, and now she misses going to the gym. Coming to school is now much harder for her she still comes looking forward to seeing her students but now she leaves sad
to be leaving Charlie. When she comes she has a friend of
the family taking care of her son. During her maternity leave
she spent her time taking care of the baby. Mrs. Smith also
missed friends from school and missed the kids the most.
Of course every baby is unique. Charlie, “Makes the funniest
faces, he has a face for everything.”
The mothers in our school are awesome. There are new
mothers, and mothers that already have children. We know
that mothers in our school are all proud to have their new
children, and we congratulate them for being amazing mothers. All of the mothers in our school are different. They have
different nationalities, they teach different subjects, and have
different hobbies. There is one thing that makes them similar
though, “A mother will do whatever is best for her children.”
- Evelyn Velez

DNN stands for Ditmas News Network. This is the school news
network that plays monthly, and updates the students and staff
on both the exciting and new things happening in the school; for
example, the fashion show on March 27, 2015. The students who
participate in DNN meet up after school Tuesday – Thursday.
They meet with Mr. Liotta in room 102 to discuss plans . They
collaborate and work together to collect ideas. Although DNN
shows you everything happening around the school, I thought it
would be fun to spend a day with cast and figure out just what
happens behind the set. So as the group planned ahead for the
next DNN broadcast, I saw that they collaborated with each other
as they sat in a group around the table. They brainstormed
ideas, what to wear, scenes, topics, and other things like who
would do what, and who would play what scene. As I watched
them discuss, I saw that they really listened to each other, when
one opposed an idea or thought, they tried to work that problem
out, nothing was left unsolved. They set dates to meet up together and made sure that their work was completed. You could
clearly see that they put a lot of thought and hard work into their
broadcast.
- Brianna Johnson

The Secret Talents of Teachers
The secret talent of a teacher? Do you know? Do you? Have
you ever tried to find out? Let me guess… gooooossip? “Oh my
teacher is great in giving homework, oh my teacher gives too
much work, that is her specialty.” Is it really? Well I have some
teacher talents right here that I would like to share with you.
Okay here we go:

Did you know………….
Ms. VonGizycki is a brown belt in karate.
Ms. Meyers ran track when she was a teenager, played the piano
until 16 and the violin.
Dr. Dean Reid used to play soccer, cricket, and used to swim.
Also, his name is Reid but he doesn’t like to read. Of course he
doesn’t like to read; he used to be the math teacher. Duhhh!
Mr. Kass (ok this is kinda obvious) plays the piano AND the bass.
Ms. Osbourne, when she was in Ditmas used to take dance, but
she SUGGESTS that she does NOT have a TALENT. Ms. Osbourne we all know that you have a talent. The talent for MATH.
Ms. Charles can crochet. She had a crochet club last year.
VERY CREATIVE!
Ms. Esposito can cook, she is an EXPERT. She started cooking
when she was 4 or 5.
Ms. Purtill likes to play the flute, especially Handel’s Sonata #5.
- Muskan Rani
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Current Challenges and Complex Science Fact Concerns:

Tommy the Chimp
Can He be Considered a Person?
In NY State, Steven Wise , the head of the Non Human Rights
Group has petitioned that Tommy the Chimp be considered a
person with the rights accompanying him.
After extensive study about unwanted pets and abandoned dogs
yearning to be adopted into a forever home, Class 603 under the
guidance of Ms. Xavier and Ms. Schiro pondered the arguments
advanced by Mr. Wise in NY State Court. Here are some of their
reactions as humane citizens of Ditmas and the world:

Should animals have the same rights as humans?
I argue that animals should not have the same rights as humans
because they do not belong to the human species. After all if
these chimps are raised as pets, their owners need to give them
up as they grow. Sometimes they can become violent and aggressive toward their owners. Given these facts, however lovable
chimps are when they are young, they cannot have the same
rights as humans.
Jezelle Mitchell

Yet the NY State Court has ruled that he is not a “person” with
rights. Tommy deserves company! Advocate for Tommy’s
rights!!
Teresa Cortez
Chimps Merit Human Rights
Animals with high intelligence deserve some measure of basic
rights. Chimps are such animals. They are humanity’s closest
relative. When a chimp is caged alone and isolated from his
species, are his autonomy and self-determination rights being
respected?
I am fighting for every single animal out there. To some extent,
their rights have to be recognized and protected.
Rimsha Ali

Genuine Genetics
or Genetically Engineered?

If Tommy the Chimp is considered a person, what animals are next in line for personhood?

Reporter Sonam interviewed Ditmas Science Ethics expert
Ms. Thomas. These are her comments:

Animals should not be treated as persons, because at the end of
the day they can get out of control and attack humans. Tommy
was kept in a cage inside a structure similar to a warehouse.
Steven Wise stated that as part of his campaign for non human
rights, he’ll seek rights for elephants, dolphins and other primates.
That makes no sense at all. Tommy is a chimp, not a human
person.
Mahnoor

Miss Thomas: It is the study of genes or study of how traits
such as hair color, eye color and risk for diseases are passed
from parents to their children. Genetics influences how these
inherited traits can be different from person to person.

Chimps have rights too!!

Miss Thomas: The deliberate modification of the characteristics of an organism by manipulating its genetic material. It is
also the process of manually adding new DNA to an organism. For example, genetically engineered organisms currently
on market include plants with resistance to some insects,
plants that can tolerate herbicides and crops with modified oil
content.
- Nagwang Sonam

Do you think that chimpanzees have the same rights
as people? Why or why not?
I personally feel that chimps should have human rights.
The article detailing Wise’s case notes that, “studies have shown
that chimps raised in captivity can suffer long term ill effects.”
These ill effects can result in the chimps “acting out,” but any
caged animals can “act out.” Imagine if you as a person were in a
cage with no contact with others of your species. You would also
“act out” or behave in a crazed way.
Animals who are highly intelligent, deserve basic human rights,
even if they are not classed as human. Chimps are close to humans in terms of their intelligence. They merit some of the same
rights humans have.
Xochil Sosa

Alert!! Alert!!
Come Help Tommy the Chimp!!

Do you love chimps? If you do, help them. These smart animals
are in danger. In NY State, Steven Wise, the head of the Non
-Human Rights Project is trying to get Tommy the chimp awarded
human rights. Tommy is currently in small dark cage in a warehouse –like structure. This is unhealthy. Tommy is depressed.

Miss Thomas: Since it helps identify diseases and health
problems that are more likely to be influenced by genetic factors. These researches are known as genetic tests.

Are You Eating
Genetically Engineered Foods?
You could be. Here in the United States, genetically engineered foods are not labeled or separated from conventional
foods on the grocery shelf. Therefore we the consumers are
perhaps eating these foods and we do not know if genetically
engineered foods are safe. Some persons feel that the use and
expansion of genetically engineered food products is a positive
food source needed to feed the expanding world population. I
disagree with that and am philosophically opposed to scientists
creating plants, animals and micro-organisms which do not exist
naturally.
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It is argued that scientific progress in molecular biology has
tremendous potential to increase understanding of nature
and provide new medical tools. However, I am opposed to
scientists using “genetic engineering” as a blanket justification for turning the environment into a giant genetic engineering laboratory. Genetically modified organisms can
spread through nature and interbreed with natural organisms. In doing so they contaminate the natural organisms.
The outcome of this contamination is unforeseeable and
uncontrollable. If you eat foods that are safe naturally, there
is no guarantee that the genetically engineered versions of
these foods are safe. There is no way of predicting how
genetically engineered foods can and will affect persons
with allergies.
My advice, avoid any foods clearly labeled as genetically
engineered and campaign for explicit labeling of such products. Then DO NOT BUY THEM!!
- Mirna Cadet

Fracturing Explained
Another word for “fracturing” is “fracking.” Each gas requires
400 tanker trucks to carry the water and supplies. At the
fracking site they mix sand and chemicals to create fracturing
fluids. They use 40,000 gallons or chemicals.
The fracking fluids are then pressurized into the ground
through the drill pipeline. Among the chemicals used for
fracking are known carcinogens and toxins. That raises issues and questions about fracking overall.
Nia Clark

How Much Time Does Fracturing Take?
As a citizen, I am concerned with the multiple injuries sustained by men working on the site. How many hours does it
take for the oil to get to other sites or factories? How many
injuries can and must be sustained for successful hydraulic
fracturing? Does that success balance the injuries?
- Gigi Raymond
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Fracking: What Is It?
The Unknown Dangers
Why So Passionate About Fracking?

I’ve joined the newspaper specifically because I want Ditmas
students and adults to be aware about what is happening around
them. For instance, I bet many of you don’t know what fracking
is. Fracking, short for hydraulic fracturing, is horizontal drilling
through sheer rock to extract oil. This is very dangerous to the
environment and the lives of normal people like us. I have developed a passion for informing people about the dangers of fracking and finding ways to end it. Fracking is dangerous because
it causes water to be contaminated, environment to be drilled
through, and it uses so much water that it caused California’s
drought.

What is Fracking?

Fracking is the process of drilling horizontally with chemicals
into sheer rock to extract oil. Some of the chemicals used to drill
leaks into the water and makes it contaminated. Sometimes, you
can hold a flame up to tap water and it will set fire because of
the chemicals from fracking! If not this, sand might even come
out of your faucet. Also, one fracking job takes 40,000 gallons of
chemicals and 1-8 million gallons of water per fracking job! This
is the reason California is in a drought. 600 types of chemicals
are used in fracking fluid including known carcinogens and toxins
such as lead, uranium, mercury, ethylene glycol, radium, methanol, hydrochloric acid, and formaldehyde.

What are the positives?

Fracking supports 1.7 million jobs. If we end fracking, what are
all the workers going to do? Also, fracking saves us $350- $450
billion we spend on importing oil every year. Fracking allows
America to decrease its dependence on OPEC oil, Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries.

In the end…

I would like to start a petition and send letters to the governor of
New York to ban fracking for good! Though, I believe you should
create and form your own conclusion about fracking with the
positives and negatives.
- Brianna Siem

The interview with Ms. Thomas was very informative. I learned more about the environment more than I could ever imagine. We
talked about fracking, first she told me how fracking happens and what it is. Fracking is a way the government produces natural
gases to the environment for cheaper prices. The way fracking woks is first, they drill into the ground and pump out really clean
water into the shell of the ground and the water basically, pushes the gas out. You must be wondering who came up with this idea?
Well George P. Mitchel did. And most people think fracking is a good thing after reading what it produces but, it’s not. Fracking
destroys and damages the environment because in order to go through the process to produce the natural gas through fracking.
So, we’re talking about destroy homes and neighborhoods and even through it’s only a small population it’s still hurting us. Why and
how does it harm us? It harms the people around that neighborhood because the toxic chemicals used for fracking produces a lot
of health issues. It also messes up their homes. Ms.Thomas also believes there are ways to produce natural gas for cheap instead
of fracking. One way she said was if we had more ways to connect states together, transportation wise we wouldn’t need fracking.
Another way is the trains and mobile vehicles that transport goods could also think of a way to produce oil because fracking isn’t
only used for gas. And the last way is consuming our resources so we wouldn’t even need any methods to produce more oil and
natural gas.
- Ernata Preval
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Eric Garner Protests
Are They Going Too Far?

What Happened to Eric Garner?
Eric Garner was caught selling illegal cigarettes (loosies) by
the police officers in Staten Island. The action was all caught
on a cellphone’s camera. They told him to put his hands in
the air, Garner threw up his hands in defiance and told the
officers not to touch him. “Every time you see me you want
to arrest me, I’m tired of this, this stops today…I didn’t do
nothing...” Garner yelled. This resulted in Daniel Pantaleo,
one of the officers, holding the 350 pound Garner in a choke
hold and throwing him onto the sidewalk. Garner cried that
he couldn’t breathe multiple times but the officers ignored
him. He lay motionless on the sidewalk, before he was
shipped to a nearby hospital. He died a few minutes after
the choke hold. The autopsy informed us that he died due to
acute and chronic bronchial asthma, obesity, and heart
disease compression of the neck, compression of chest and
prone positioning during physical restraint by police.

The Dispute
Many are wondering if the officer murdered Garner for racist
purposes because Garner was black and
the officers were white. Others agree this was unnecessary
but the facts show he was dangerous. The
facts include the 43 year old, father of six, had a lengthy
criminal history. Also, he might have seemed
intimidating because of his height and weight, but that isn’t a
valid reason to kill someone. The officer
should have known to let go of the choke hold after Garner
told them he couldn’t breathe.

The Aftermath
The Staten Island Grand Jury refused to indict Daniel Pantaleo. Pantaleo could have been charged with seconddegree
manslaughter, federal charges, department charges, criminally negligent homicide, felony assault, and reckless endangerment. The grand jury indicated that there was no intent to
harm Eric Garner. He did get stripped of his badge.

Mayor Bill De Blasio
December 31 2014,
Mayor Bill De Blasio stood on the podium, and admitted
how his wife, who is black, and he told their son to be wary
of cops. Then the cops fought back stating that kids should
be afraid of criminals not cops. “I said there is a history, and
there is a reality — a lot of people feel fear. It’s not that they
should, it’s that they do,” De Blasio said. “I don’t think denying
that reality is going to move us forward.” After that, the cops
have decided to protest against him. The NYPD made two
very disrespectful protests in De Blasio’s eyes. Both of the
protests were at two cops’ funerals. Both of the cops were
fatally shot in their squad car in Brooklyn. The cops who attended, turned their backs during both the funeral services

to protest against De Blasio. They were asked not to by the family
of the cops and De Blasio. “Those individuals who took
certain actions the last two weeks, they were disrespectful to the
families involved. That’s the bottom line,” De Blasio said at a news
conference located at police headquarters. “I can’t understand
why anyone would do such a thing in the context like that.”
- Brianna Siem

Commentary: Police Officers
Mr. Grzelecki’s sixth graders reacted
to De Blasio’s comments to Dante
being cautious about how he behaves around police:
I think it was a bad thing that the
Mayor told his son to watch out for
the police. This kind of warning
shows that the Mayor does not trust
his own NYPD. He needs to show
respect for the NYPD.
Safian Ahmed
I feel that the Mayor’s not supporting his police force is a major
problem. The mayor should be supporting them because the
police are in danger. The Mayor is not caring about the police; is
not caring about us the voters.
Bisma Hussain
I feel that the Mayor could have said that privately to Dante and
not shared it with the whole world. He needed to trust the police
to make the right judgment call.
Cliff Cadet
I believe that it a major problem that Mayor De Blasio is not supporting his police force. As Joe Dassi says, “These are the guys
who are laying their lives on the line.” It is sad that Mayor De
Blasio is not going to support the cops with protection when they
need it.”
Mohammed Alif

Tapping Into Our International Experiences
Students of Ms. Rashid and Ms. Cataldo
I feel scared when I see a police officer in the U.S. because I
heard a lot of story like police shoot out 12 years old boy just
because the police officer mistaken with the real one. That is why
when I see a police officer in the U.S. I try to get far away as I can.
I react to the police in my home country, same as in the U.S. because in my country police do whatever the government tell them
to do even if meant killing innocent people. Some of them can
even let go criminal free for money.
I don’t want to be a police officer because I don’t want to risk my
life, and I don’t want people to hurt me.
Istiaqe Ahmed
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Whenever I saw a police officer in the United States, I feel safe
because if you are alone they can come and help you. But
when I saw a police officer in my own country (Pakistan), I
feel awkward, because even though you didn’t break any laws
or do something bad, they are going to scare you and take
money. However, I would like to be a police officer because I
would have a chance to help the people who are in trouble and
make them feel happy. But I don’t want to be a police officer
who takes money from the public and makes them cry and are
unhappy.
Hajab Zainab Miyassarbonu
I feel safe because they put theirselves in danger to protect us
from bad people.
I feel unsafe because some police did not care about killing
a lot of people in my country when I was kid. There was too
many bad people in my country and no one can catch them,
even police can’t do it.
Yes, I want to be a police officer because we will keep people
safe and not to get them hurt if everyone is in danger. We
might die right now and we will not see the new world and we
will not know what will happen next in the world. We must
protect our family and people from those bad people who kill
nice people.
Ozoda Vokhitova
I feel if I see a police officer in the United States, I feel afraid
sometimes because I heard in the news that the police officer
killed a man because police thought he was taking a weapon
from his pocket and shot him. Also I feel that some police officers in some different countries are selfish because if some
people do something wrong like pass a red light as the people
are walking in the street with their children, I know this because in my country I saw that happening, but it is not all the
police, only some of them.
I wasn’t scared of my home country police because every
time I saw them I was with my family, also because my uncle
is prosecutor officer. I wasn’t scared because I know that my
uncle have my back all the time.
Yes, I want to be a police officer because I like to solve
things to identify them. Also
I want to protect family and
others. But sometimes I don’t
want to be a police officer
because I hear that police
officers have been killed, and
at that time I am scared, and
I don’t want to be a police officer.
Miyassarbonu Aslefdinova

The Children Massacred in the
Pakistan School Attack
At least 141 people, including 132 children, have been killed in
an attack by Pakistani Taliban fighters (TTP) on a military-run
school in Peshawar in Pakistan’s northwest. Explosions and
gunfire rang out as seven armed men attacked the Army Public
School on Tuesday morning, in one the bloodiest attacks in Pakistan’s history. Ten staff members were also killed. However the
Taliban were killed by military.

The attack began when a group of seven attackers, reportedly in
military uniforms, entered the school. The gunmen were reportedly under orders to shoot older students. And that day the
students were in the auditorium because they were taking exams.
The attackers entered the auditorium first and started shooting
randomly at students. Some of the teachers were evacuating the
students. Some teachers began a rescue process to get students
out of the school. The principals stayed behind and got killed.
Some of the teachers were burned to death. Some risked their
lives to save their students. Some students had to watch their
friends and siblings die in front of their eyes. They sprayed bullets
rapidly, killing 145 people. Of those, 132 were children, authorities said. And a lot of the students were the children of military
officers. The army fought the TALIBAN for half a day and then got
in the building of the school. They found students’ bodies on top
of each other. Although some survivors that were students were
hidden under the benches. The funerals for all dead students
and teachers was the next Wednesday.
A lot of people were shocked at the injustice of massacring
children around the world. This affected everyone because they
killed Innocents children. Because of this attack, children are
scared to go to school. And the parents are scared to send their
children to school and have this happen to them. Because of
that a lot of children can miss their education. This attack proves
that terrorists don’t have a religion. This horrified people that the
Taliban can enter a school and kill any child especially a military school. Plus, what did the innocent kids do to them, to be
killed this way? “They picked on children and now the world will
respond.” “I saw death so close and I will never forget the black
boots approaching me - I felt as though it was death that was approaching me”. To me they aren’t Muslim because Islam is about
peace and in lslam it is wrong to hurt women and children and
older people. The Islam I follow doesn’t say what the terrorists
say lslam is.
- Javariya Balal
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Boom Blast

Are You Going to Blame Every Muslim?
So all the people out there have probably heard of Pakistan’s school blast. Being a Muslim myself, I have certain things to say. In
my opinion I think that all those terrorists out there are not part of Pakistan, they have their own little dirty clan. Frankly, I would
feel offended if someone would think of me as a terrorist. I have interviewed Ms. Naima Lebaili, who is a Muslim, about her opinion.
Ms. Naima is an immigrant from Morocco; she has recently joined the Ditmas teacher crew. She teaches French and math. She
describes her feelings by saying that, “It’s very sad, and it’s a bad image for us”. She herself has been called a terrorist 3 times.
And the person who called her a terrorist was an immigrant herself. Her kids have been called terrorists. She says that she feels
as if these terrorists have nothing to do with our religion, or our agenda. When I asked her does she feel that girls should have
education or not, she replied by stating, “Girls should definitely have the right for education”. Her opinion about the Malala issue
was that she doesn’t follow the news, it was the father, who has been using her. She says that Malala’s just a regular girl who
deserves to lead a normal life, which is very true, I mean who doesn’t want to lead a normal life. (I’d rather I have an exciting
adventures life, like in the movies but…..) Ms. Niama asks, “Why do we judge people?” Ms.Naima is correct why should we judge
people, what right do we have to judge people, do we know them, no. In my opinion I think that the bombing was wrong and that
nobody has the right to call anyone a terrorist. Next time….
- Muskan Rani

Pro Protest, Not Violence

“Je Suis Charlie”

Terrorist Acts and Newspaper New Issue Response
The “Je Suis Charlie” terrorist attack and vast international
reaction basically is focused on cartoonists making fun of the
Prophet Muhammad. The publications of these “offensive” cartoons led to terrorists killing twelve workers at the newspaper in
France.
Does this make sense at all? From my perspective as a Ditmas
IS 62 7th grader, I can see people getting angry at the depiction of Mohammad by this newspaper. However I don’t see
killing the journalists as a necessity or a responsible consequence of this publication in a French society with guarantees
of free speech and press. Why not just protest peaceably, not
let loose with rifles and kill 12 persons??
Zebo Sultanova
Je suis Charlie is French for I am Charlie which is a slogan that
supporters of free speech and freedom of expression adopted
after the annihilation of 12 innocent people who were killed at
the offices of satirical newspaper Charlie Hebdo in Paris, France. Many journalists embraced the expression as a rallying
cry for the freedom of self-expression. The slogan had been first used on Twitter and then spread throughout the internet.
The website Charlie Hebdo soon went offline after the shooting only to return bearing the slogan Je Suis Charlie on a black
background. The slogan is also a hashtag #jesuischarlie and #iamcharlie on Twitter. Within two days of the attack it the
slogan became very popular. On 12 January Charlie Hebdo revealed the cover of its 14 January issue; the cover contains
the Muslim Prophet Mohammad shedding a tear while holding a Je Suis Charlie sign and underneath were the words Tout
et pardonné or All is forgiven. Personally being a girl from a Muslim background I believe this is making fun of my religion.
I mean yes the Al Qaeda were the cause of the massacre but it isn’t a good idea to provoke them. Also you are making fun
of Islam by drawing the cartoon. Yet when people do something not many think twice before doing it. So here’s a lesson for
you readers out there. Think twice about what you do before you do it because I know you won’t like it if someone else did
the same horrendous things as you have done.
Anna Siddiqui
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What would you have done if you saw a cartoonist
make fun of a religious leader? What do you think
about the situation that happened in Paris?
If I ever saw a cartoonist make fun of a religious leader I would
protest against that person/group so they don’t ever try to make
fun of someone’s religious leader.
Mahanoor Zia
If I saw a cartoonist make fun of a religious leader I would tell
them don’t do that and make sure that they’d understand what
I am trying to say. If they still don’t understand I would protest
about it and I would discuss this topic which other people who
are upset with this and we would stand together and make a
statement that shows we did not like this. If we make fun of this
cartoonist’s religion and what he was going to feel then I would
tell the media and newspaper what I think about it.
I think about the situation that happened in Paris is that the
cartoonist did a bad thing to make fun of a prophet Mohammad
(pbuh), but the people who killed 12 people in the cartoonist
office they did a bigger mistake than the cartoonist. So both of
them did a bad thing.
Zannatul Naima
The thing that I would have done if I saw a cartoonist make
fun of a religious leader is I would never consider that and be
angry, but I didn’t kill them, even I am a Muslim. I would also
want to ask the journalist that any Muslim didn’t criticize their
religion and why they criticize Islam, even though they have the
freedom to do that. I also would make some statement so they
could understand what is the Muslim thought. These statements that I would make is a religious leader is not a general
person. They came with peace for the whole humanity and millions of people still follow their beliefs. So, why would we make
fun of them? And I would request the journalist before making a
cartoon and make fun of someone, the best ideas to use general knowledge ask yourself who am I making fun of? What he
was I am making fun? I would also request them very mostly
that don’t make fun with peoples’ beliefs and any religion. I
really think that the cartoon they made is very inconsiderate for
being a real Muslim to hold.
My think about the situation that happened in Paris two of the
happened was very bad. First bad thing that happened was the
journalist made fun about Muslim prophet Mohammad (pbuh).
They made a very bad cartoon about him like in cartoon he has
big eyes, big nose, etc. But as Islam description he was very
nice he had a bright face. What they did we can tell this is not
funny, and he is not a funny person, they are just mocking Islam. I know that in their Bill of Rights, they have freedom of expression, but they can’t criticize any religion. But they did, they
criticize the prophet of Islam religion. This is the worst thing a
journalist can do. I think they should have been punished for
what they did besides dying. On the other hand, what the gunman has done that is really bad too. They could do protest in
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their country and want a good judge from the whole world.
They could have given the journalist a chance to understand their mistake. I know that Muslim religion did not say
to kill a person before explanation. If the world does not
do anything about that after want judge. Then they could
go to the action for journalist who did that. So, anyone
couldn’t even just think about to criticize any single religion.
Taslima Taher Niha
I would go there to explain to them it was wrong thing to
make fun of my religious leader. No, I wouldn’t think about
the situation happened in Paris because when they help
make fun of my religious leader I would leave them alone
because God is up there and God sees everything. So
God will give them their punishment.
Mukhlisa Ahtamova
I would not want to kill the cartoonist who drew a cartoon
that made fun of a religious leader. I don’t believe in killing
people.
A cartoonist drew a picture that made fun of a religious
leader. Two Muslim people then killed the cartoonist. I believe that all of them are wrong. The cartoonist was wrong
for making fun of a religious leader, and the two Muslim
people were wrong for killing a cartoonist.
Ashley Francis
“Je suis Charlie,” really? In my opinion it is very wrong to
portray the Prophet in a negative way as a caricature in
a political cartoon. But there is nothing about the Prophet
saying, “Go get a gun and shoot them.” What the journalists have said and showed was very wrong and it is
not true. I, being a very religious person, don’t like what
the journalists drew and implied about my Prophet, but I
wouldn’t go killing them. The people who murdered the
journalists were also wrong. They should have not gotten
in their office and shot them. What the journalists have
done is blasphemy. They don’t know anything about my religion or anyone’s religion besides their own, or maybe they
don’t even know their religion! So they shouldn’t be going
around and printing such nonsense.
Whereas the shooters, they have done even a bigger
crime by killing people. Some of them probably have families. They have to take care of their family members. What
would they feel if someone shot them and they had a family to provide? They would feel appalled. What the journalists had printed was abhorrent, but what the shooters had
done was deplorable.
In my opinion, the journalists were wrong to publish this
cartoon and others disrespecting the prophet Mohammad,
but even more wrong “dead” wrong were the terrorists who
killed twelve in Islam’s name.
Muskan Rani
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Will IS 62 Change its Cell Phone Policy?
Mr. Carideo explored the potential opportunity for Ditmas IS
62’s cell policy to change by March 2, as Mayor de Blasio lifts
the ban on cell phones in the schools and allows the schools to
decide in consultation with teachers and parents.

Should Ditmas change its policy? Here’s what Mr.
Carideo’s Law students had to say:
I think it is a great idea to integrate the use of the Smart Phone
as a technological teaching tool. Technology use will help
people become digital citizens. In addition, this will allow parents to be confident and connected to keep their children safe. I
would hope Ditmas IS 62 would lift its ban on cell phones for this
reason.
Diyorjon Mavlookulov
I think that cellphone use should be allowed during lunch time.
I also think that cell phones should be stored in the students’
backpacks. I agree with the Mayor that there are educational
and parental communication benefits to this.
Sayyam Hussain
I am not in favor of changing the current Ditmas policy on cell
phones because their use makes it easier to cheat on quizzes. Students will spend their time tracking messages, looking up texts and taking selfies. To be honest, students already
bring their cellphones to school, but the teachers do not know
that. However, the Dean has confiscated cell phones when she
catches them being used in the open.
Bisma Hussain
I think being allowed to have a cell phone in school is a good
idea. A few years back, my mother was unable to take me to
school. I had to go by myself.
My mother worried about my getting to school safely, because
I was so young. I was not allowed to carry a cellphone which
would have eased her worries. If the cell phone ban is lifted, parents will know where their kids are and the kids will not get lost.
Lifting the ban is a good idea, but use of the cell phones needs
to be restricted to during lunch or a free class period.
Roksolana Filatova

Cell Phones- Multiple Perspectives
I feel that the Ditmas policy on cell phones should be to store
the mobile devices in backpacks at a designated location during the day. If your phone rings during class and you have it on
you, it disrupts the whole class. If a student talks or texts during class, more attention would be paid to the student than to
the teacher. So end point, the rule about cell phone use needs
to remain what it is at Ditmas.
Afwoun Emone
I feel that students should be allowed to use cell phones in
designated areas or at certain times, because then family
members can contact them about emergencies. My cousin got
hurt and had to go to the hospital but I did not know because
I was in school. Cell phones can be used to solve problems.
They might be used in the mathematics classes.
Steven Marin
If we were allowed use of cell phones, we could Google word
meanings faster than dictionary use. We could get alerts on
disasters-natural and otherwise. Having cell phones would allow us to call others in emergencies.
Jonathan Sammartin
I am for storing cell phones in the backpack. If allowed in
class, use of them will not be for the educational good. Students will start using them to call parents to take them home.
Some phones may be stolen. Even worse, other students
will go through material and data on their classmates’ private
phone.
Abril Serrano
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Welcome Theresa Avila
Journalist Theresa Avilia came from Los Angeles, California to go to college and continue her
life as a New Yorker. Theresa loves both arts and education. She joined band during middle
school and tried to play the trumpet. She admitted herself that she wasn’t exactly “good” at playing it. While enrolling in middle school and high school, it was her time to shine. Ms. Avilia went
to theatre.
Not only was Theresa a journalist, theatrical performer, band player and artist, but she also was
included in the yearbook, newspaper, and an editor for writing. During yearbook, Theresa said
the book was divided into sections and it had different themes. Ms. Avilia stated, “This themed
event wasn’t very unique, but was different.” Not only that, but Ms. Avilia did newspaper in high
school, as I already said. This also wasn’t a very big event for her.
For her journalism program, photographers, editors and illustrators were involved. Because
Theresa was an editor she had a role for herself. She was responsible for continuously knowing
what was going on,and had to work with everyone to make sure she sent the reports. Everyone
has to do their own thing but then help each other and work on stuff for a certain amount of
time, then give feedback.
When getting interviewed, I asked what topics she likes writing about? Ms. Avila stated, “I like to know about people, what
makes them tick, the specific interest in them, what they are passionate about, their backgrounds, and the connection
between how you’re getting to know them better. “ What other teammates write about on tv and the news can give ideas on
what to write about.
“I do radio. Since that’s one of my activities, I carry a microphone with me all the time. When I interview other people, I write
down questions before I start. Some of these questions are who are you, where you’re from, only questions that they themselves can personally answer. “ Theresa stated
Throughout the world, you will meet people from all over, joining the clan of the United States of America. No matter if you
like them or not, you have to accept and learn who they really are. You can’t just throw them to the curb, so just remember
that.
- Theresia Walker-Khune

Cummings Comes Back
Ms. Cummings is a successful journalist currently working with a news network in the US.
She was born in Canada but came to the U.S. to fulfill her dream of becoming a professional
journalist. Last year she was our Columbia Journalism liaison. She returned before school on
Thursday January 29th to encourage us as develop the Ditmas Bulldog Buzz.
What qualities do you need to be a journalist?
MC: You need a lot of different qualities to be a journalist. The main quality in my opinion would
be patience. In addition, you should be curious. As a journalist, what is your personal focus
on?
MC: I focus on education and so I travel around the country and focusing on education. One of
the stories that I worked on was the Free Pre-K program launched by our new Mayor.
What story are you currently working on?
PL: Right now, I am working on this program which has fewer scheduled school states in
certain states.
Are you competitive?
MC: To be honest, I am very competitive. Especially as a journalist, I would in times compete for stories and etc.: Does your
job affect your social life?
MC: At times, my job does affect my social life. There are times when I am busy working on my stories away from home and
I wouldn’t have time to talk or spend time with my friends.
We hope Ms. Cummings will come back again to update us on her career and check out our progress as journalists.
- Pema Lama
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“Selma,” Was it Worth it?
I feel as if the movie Selma was good. This is because the
movie remained dramatic yet interesting. The movie had a
good storyline and flowed well.
One reason I enjoyed the movie is the way they
twisted it to make it different from what happened in real life. It
made it much more exciting yet dramatic. One example of this
is when they shot Jackson in the bar. In real life they beat him
outside of the bar but when they shot him in the bar it showed
his mom’s and grandpa’s emotions and feelings. It also made
the viewers feel more into the movie. Another example of this
would be making Johnson an antagonist. It made for a much
more exciting plot and storyline.
Another reason I enjoyed the movie Selma was of
how graphic the images were. Many people find these images
disturbing but I found that they were able to show the viewers
what they did to the blacks, how they hit them etc. One example is when they used the tear gas and horses. It showed how
they hit them and the blood and even the dead bodies.
Critics argue that the movie Selma wasn’t accurate
and was not a good movie. However, Selma was a drama not
a documentary. They switched up some facts just to make the
movie more interesting. It was made to entertain more than to
inform the viewer.
That is why I felt like Selma was a good movie.
- Diego Lopez

The movie “Selma” was incredible except for the fact that
the movie theater was a little too cold. I think the movie
opened my eyes more to the world. It showed me that the
world is harder than it looks, feel harder than it seems, and
is a lesson. The movie showed only a little piece of the
problem the people are facing. I think that it was perfect for
students as it is an early notification for them to face the
world. The movie did not only show the difficulties and the
problems, but it also showed the solutions. Martin Luther
King was not the only one fighting. Sure he was the moon;
he had the stars surrounding him. This means that fighting
together is better than fighting by only a soul. The other big
part that the movie showed was to be courageous, and determined. King and his “stars” did not give up after seeing
their brothers and sisters getting injured or dying. It helped
them to build courage and keep fighting until the end. The
movie showed a little bit of everything; love, fighting, death,
courage, time, all summed up to real life. This movie, let it
be the influence to the world.
- Zebo Sultanova

“Glory” Links to Selma, Civil Rights,
and 2014
I think the song “Glory” from the movie Selma by John Legend and Common is another great song. I like how it mixed in with the movie well. Its lyrics
nicely sum up the issues and events of the March. As we do in class the
song links the Civil Rights movement “notes” and persons. It mentions how
Rosa Park sat on the bus and didn’t give up her seat. This is justified and effective.
However, there is one lyric connection between rights issue I disliked within
the song. That lyric connection is its reference to Ferguson with: “That’s why
we walk through Ferguson with our hands up.” I strongly disagree with that
line because the young man involved in the Ferguson act had a criminal background and history already. Therefore you can’t fight for your political rights
as powerfully , if your record involves a criminal history. While Legend and
Common link and connect various rights protests, citing the Ferguson case
which is not a pure one of rights pursued, was a mistake.
- Allison Dubrow
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Selma,

a Musicologist Perspective
I, as a musicologist, believe that the song in the credits of one of the most anticipated movies of 2014, Selma, packs a very great
impact to many. Its rap lyrics give a greater span of people liking it for its very inspirational message is portrayed throughout. As I
heard the song in theaters, I realized that the lyrics spoke of many things viewers saw in the movie. It spoke of the President and
how black people were mistreated and beaten. In the movie, many people including myself had their hearts tremble while watching some of the scenes. Also, many people also felt that it was somewhat inappropriate.
However this song made the message of the movie very clear. It gave a great meaning and it takes a musicologist to know that.
- Starlin Valerio

John Lewis
A few years ago in 2008 my grandfather met John Lewis. When he had met him he had no idea who John Lewis was. Later on
he researched Lewis and felt really bad that he had no idea about who he was. My grandfather then bought John Lewis’s book
and sent him an email. Recently Mr. Downes (my social studies teacher) and Dr.Rose took us to see the movie Selma. In addition my grandfather also joined us. He also explained more to me about who he was.
- Allison Dubrow

Page 19

Ditmas IS62 Bulldog Buzz

February 2015

700 Cortelyou Road • Brooklyn, NY 11218 • (T) 718-941-5490 • (F) 718-693-7433

Barry Kevorkian
PRINCIPAL
Michelle Esposito, AP
Gina Lynch, AP
Marielena Santiago, AP
ADMINISTRATIVE AP ACADEMIC, PERFORMING & VISUAL ARTS LAW AND COMMUNITY SERVICE

Karina Costantino
SUPERINTENDENT
Gina Smalley, AP
Dr. Rose Reissman
6TH GRADE EXPLORATORY ACADEMY ASSISTANT TO MR. DOWNES

Michael Downes
FACULTY ADVISOR

Amanda Xavier
ELA EDITOR

Obama’s Immigration Action
I believe that it isn’t fair to the immigrants who have gone through years of paperwork to
become a citizen if this immigration law passes. I believe all undocumented immigrants
and future undocumented immigrants should go through all the paper work to be legalized. Also, I don’t believe Obama would get impeached by this because it isn’t a crime.
Even though Obama is trying to do a good thing, he should think more about the consequences of this law.

Do you feel that having a child born in the U.S.
should be able to rescue their parent from deportation?
I think children should protect their parents from deportation. If
a child’s parent is taken away from them they should be able to
stand up for them. Children should be with their parents.
Christina St. Jour

I feel that kids are allowed to decide if they want to go with their
parents if they get deported. I also feel that what Obama is doing
is good because he deported many people before.
Kavin Ramnaraine

I think that children here should be able to rescue their parents
from deportation because they’re family. For one it’s important
for a family to stick together and never go separate. In the
passage it says now if you’re an immigrant and you have kids
stay here. Although the parents are immigrants they might be
the only family the kids will have. So yes I think that children
here should be able to rescue their parents from deportation
because, who wants their parents gone? Who wants to live in
a stranger’s house hold? Not me.
Shantae Francis

I think that children should be allowed to help their parents
because their parents are the ones that protect them. They also
need their parents to feed them and take care of them. This is
why I think they should be allowed.
Mohammed Uddin

I think children shouldn’t be able to save their parents from
citizenship because if they do then everyone would probably
stay. I also think they should because what happens when the
parents leave? The children have to stay or be an orphan, but
that will be a problem if they can or can’t. So, yes I think they
should be able to save their parents from deportation.
Shoruh Boymatov

No, I don’t feel that having a child born in the U.S. should be
able to rescue their parent from deportation. One main reason
is because then everyone without a green card will start doing
this and just have kids in the U.S. Without having their green card
this wouldn’t be fair because all the immigrants would just have
to have an American child, and there wouldn’t be any hard work
to do to escape from deportation. These are the reason I believe
that having a child born in the U.S. shouldn’t be able to rescue
their parent from deportation.
Sarwat Khalid
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Book Talk
My name is Pema Lama and I am a 7th grade student at
Ditmas (I.S. 62) class 750. As an assignment, I was asked to
write a recommendation for a book that I really enjoyed reading. I am a nerd honestly and so I love to read. This choice
was really hard for me since I have lots of favorite books. At
the end finally, I was able to choose two of my favorite books:
“The Titan’s Curse,” from the Percy Jackson series and “The
Devil’s Arithmetic.” I really like and would recommend these
two books because I felt that these two books were very
meaningful. The Titan’s Curse is the third and my favorite book
from the Percy Jackson series. This book might be appealing to readers because it engages with Greek mythology yet
remains in the genre of fantasy. I really enjoyed reading this
book because the plot was very twisted and I was also able
to learn lots of things from it. I would also recommend “The
Devil’s Arithmetic,” because this is a book that includes the
Holocaust but is fiction. I feel that everyone should have an
opportunity to read this book especially people who don’t like
studying history because they would be able to learn a lot from
it. The first time I read this book, I was in 5th grade and I didn’t
really know about the Holocaust that well yet. I got familiar with
it and that helped me in 6th grade when we were studying the
Holocaust. The books, “The Titan’s Curse,” and “The Devil’s
Arithmetic,” mean a lot to me and so I would highly recommend
them. If you get a chance to read them, then hope you enjoy it
and learn to love it.
- Pema Lama

Lea Restaurant
As a reward for releasing our first issue Dr. Reissman generously took us to a restaurant on Cortelyou Rd. The name of
the restaurant is Lea and many of us have seen this restaurant walking home, or around the neighborhood. But not
everyone has been inside. So here is a little insight.
The food is given in courses, a salad, Margarita pizza,
pasta and finally dessert. First you are given drinks and can
choose between water, cranberry soda, and ginger soda. My
personal favorite was the cranberry soda. It was homemade
and it wasn’t too sweet or too bitter. After waiting for about
twenty minutes you get your salad. The salad we got was
good; it had olive oil, the greens of course, and chopped almonds. The almonds added the perfect kick. But it was a little
bitter, and had a little too much olive oil. I give it 3.5 out of 5.
The Margarita Pizza was delicious, and was cooked by
their best chef! This had the cheese be a little to stretchy but
that happens with most pizzas. Overall this pizza was really
good, and with just the right amount of everything. I give it
4.5 out of 5. Next we had linguini; I believe this was cooked
greatly. It could have been overcooked but it wasn’t, giving it
the right texture. This made the linguini great along with the
texture. I give these 4 out of 5.
The showstopper was the dessert. We got delicious cannolis and they had a citrus kick to it. It had a vanilla filling with
the citrus specks in it. I think the combination of the citrus and
the vanilla in the filling really made the cannoli what it is. I
give it 5 out of 5. Overall the restaurant is 4 out of 5.
- Evelyn Velez
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FDC Action!!!
Ho! Ho! Ho!
A group of FDC kids are kicking off this holiday season with
a great start today! About 25 FDC kids are traveling by train
to the Caton Park nursing home to sing oh so jolly Christmas
carols. They practiced briefly yesterday and are taking packets
full of carols to sing along. They seem very ecstatic to go this
day of December 10th, 2014!
- Brianna Siem

Basketball Time
There is much information about basketball coaching. Coach
Tazama was interviewed for the information for the basketball
game. There are three coaches who coach basketball. They
are Coach Tazama, Coach Diaz, and Coach Cliff. We asked her,
what do you like most about coaching? She says the opportunity to develop boys and girls into respectful and well-rounded
young men and women.
She started coaching 7 years ago. She’s faced many
hardships while she teaches. For example, she says, some of
the most difficult times I face being a coach is when I see my
players make bad life choices. My goal is to reduce those mistakes. I want them to make better decisions. She said her last
words to us saying, as a coach, you have to push hard.
- Azreen Hoque

Inside Game Theory
Mr. Daniel Gorden teaches an after school program connected to FDC called “Game Theory”. This class is all about
learning simple strategies to win games and develop critical
thinking abilities by playing and learning new games. They
play card games, board games and interactive games
including, Connect 4, Twister, Monopoly, Go Fish, and much
more. Game Theory lasts 1 hour and 15 minutes on Mondays through Thursdays. On Fridays, they have a free day
where they play the WII and just have fun! This class is for
all middle school grades and genders. He teaches three
classes per day and twenty students per class.
- Brianna Siem

Beyond a Word WorkoutMs. Fajen’s Class “Hits” The Gym
BA Academy was crazy. It was like no other gym I’ve walked into. The workout was really sick. Never have I done one where the
adrenaline was so high. The number one thing I liked about it is that these were workouts that actually help you out on: losing
weight, getting fit, getting abs, etc. You get the point. What BA showed me about team-work is that it is important. I remember
that in one exercise we had to work as a team to do a curl up and some were failing but others would help them up. For health I
learned that self-defense helps out your health (life). These exercises can help out with our blood sugar level. I wouldn’t recommend someone to go for a trip there…I would convince them to apply there and start working out. And if they can’t handle BA
Academy workout (light work), then they’re not ready for a shirt.”
- Marcos Jimenez
The trip to the BA Academy was very vigorous. The workout was very
brutal to my body, which is not used to working out. We did exercises such
as squats, push-ups, etc. They all made my arms and legs hurt. The part I
liked most was when we learned some karate moves. I like to do things like
that so it was the only part I liked. I learned that teamwork is important to
help you with something. I learned that health is important to maintain in a
good way. Also, that exercise is hard work. I do not recommend this trip to
someone that doesn’t exercise daily because they will feel awful. I say that
because the workouts are harsh and their body won’t be able to handle it.
- Tiffany Muse
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Being Twelve
I am Starlin Valerio, a Dominican and Puerto Rican boy that
goes to Ditmas. I was asked to write about being twelve. To
me, being twelve means a lot of things. However, it can mean a
lot of different things to different people, so let me write about
how I feel. I have been given many responsibilities. I am in the
top class and I have to stay there. But that’s the least of my
problems.
Everybody has different situations. But as we grow up, we
are all like sponges. We all absorb what we see. We all keep
learning. But we all ask questions when we learn. As I learned
I asked questions. Questions about myself. I found myself having feelings I shouldn’t have. Thinking things I shouldn’t think.
The fact that I was a part of something I knew nothing about
scared me. All I knew was, it wasn’t a ‘’good’’ thing. When
you’re twelve, you are given expectations from your family, and
your friends. I was so scared to be seen as an outsider and I
couldn’t understand. So I kept learning.
I kept asking questions that I couldn’t answer. That’s when
my obsession with my phone started. Many people get obsessed with their phones to help them. I needed help. I felt
alone. I wanted to just meet people who wrote stories about
their lives that were just like me. I was so obsessed that I felt
weird and uncomfortable without my phone. All I wanted was to
find someone like me.
I soon realized that I loved going to bed, but not to sleep.
I would finally be able to just sit down with my thoughts and
think. I thought about myself. I thought about how I was scared
of the future. I thought about love interests. But then I would
get scared about who I liked because I felt so abnormal. But
the night would let me talk to myself without puffing my breath
and moving my lips. I could shed tears in the darkness, and
smile in the light.
Being twelve is the year that some people define themselves.
I defined myself, but I wanted to say it to other people. I was
scared, scared to be who I was. I would vow every night, that
the next day I would tell someone the truth about me. But I was
scared to be judged. So I took to YouTube and found one of my
favorite youtubers. His name, Connor Franta. He decided to be
who he was too. That gave me strength.
I wasn’t strong enough. I thought that people looked and
thought I was weird. I developed social anxiety and I didn’t
know what to do. People that I usually walked with to go home,
walked behind me as I tried to run away because I was scared.
I felt so alone. I just wanted to talk to someone. I even picked
up an orange because it was alone too. I would then just walk
until I got to a tree that my friends and I used to stay at. I held
my orange and cried. I needed help. The people around me
joked around so much that I felt I could talk to them. I needed
help. I felt like I had no one.
Being twelve can be scary. It can make you think certain
things and act certain ways. But I learned that it is ok to be
who you are. Being twelve is a preparation in my taste. It
prepares you for your teenage years. It gives you a glimpse

of what we have to go through. There will be hardships, and
there will be many changes. But you will still always be that
sponge, learning and asking. That’s just how life goes.
I may be different. People will see me differently. However,
I’m glad that people are like this. Because I get to watch
them see me grow past them, and they won’t be anything.
We are something. I am Starlin Valerio. I am twelve. I am a
singer. I have a thing for helping people. I cant wait to see
what the future awaits. But I’m staying right here, to enjoy my
life. My life being 12

Obama
Obama is correct
He is leading our way
Into a positive action
That will free our country
Yes. He is helping us
Obama pledged to veto
Health and immigration
Even including bank rollbacks
Yes. He is a useful human being
Obama called for a 3,000 dollar
Per child tax cut
Including 7 day sick leave
Yes. He will encourage us with our own lives
Obama is sending Congress plans
For free community college
Only for students maintaining a C+ average or more
Yes. He is trying to make a point
To the United States of America
Global warming poses risks
“We should act like it”
Yes. He is trying to help other states, too
Values In climate change is important
Obama on China climate deal
More nations are “stepping up”
Yes. He will work his hardest
To make the positive difference you want
Be the change that you
Want to be back today in return
Theresia Walker- Kuhne
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Ebola - Historian’s Follow-Up
Deadly, Yes... Plague, No!

Recently, in West Africa, a disease has been dominating the headlines. As a very deadly disease, it certainly has made a name for
itself as the 21st century plague, but is it? Does it truly rank the same as things like the Black Death, one of the most devastating
plagues of all time? To find out you must look back at history.
The Black Death is a term given to the plague that ravished Europe in the 14th century. Reaching Europe through Caffa
and Constantinople in the year 1347, it spread and had reached most of Europe by 1351. It originated in China and is believed to
be a factor in the fall of the Mongol empire which collapsed around the same time. As estimated 75 to 100 million from the world’s
475 million people died.
The disease was named for the large black buboes (bulging spots) (Side note: this word led to the other famous name for
this plague, the bubonic plague) appeared causing death by suffocation to almost anyone, leading thousands of people to evacuate
cities in the hope to survive. This worked, not because of the “health benefits” of the country as these people believed, but because
of how the disease was spread. The reason the cities, towns and ports where dangerous is because they all have rats.
Yersinia pestis, the scientific term for the Black Death is spread by fleas, which are spread by rats. Yersinia pestis is also a
very contagious disease, which is why the only way to survive was to leave or cover yourself in a leather “Plague doctor” suit (which
worked surprisingly well).
Hazmat suits, deadly disease, this is all very familiar right? Wrong, re-read this information; did see anything different,
something crucial to be a plague? Ebola is not very contagious! There are two factors a disease must have to be classified as
a plague, the first is fear which Ebola does have but the second is deadliness which it does not. The Black Death lasted mainly
around 5 years. Ebola has lasted for decades and this outbreak has only killed about 5000 people in 1 year. Also, the death rate is
far less than the Black Death rate, where death was almost guaranteed while Ebola has an round 60% survival rate (4000 people
to 5000 people). It also didn’t kill wealthy people or even spread in large quantities away from the area.
While fears about Ebola are warranted, Ebola as the new world plague is not. With a death rate decreasing and an infection rate slowing down, there is no valid proof that Ebola is a plague. Most of the fear about Ebola comes from people who have
never gotten it and obviously don’t understand the concept. Ebola, deadly yes, plague absolutely not.
- Sam Tyroler

The Girl Without A Voice
Becoming the One Heard
BBC Urdu is where this all began. A girl, the one who didn’t have a voice, was
finally being perceived. In 2009 Malala Yousafzai started writing in BBC Urdu
about the life she was living in the Swat Valley while the Taliban started gaining
control and about girls not being able to attend school. When her identity was
leaked out, Malala began to appear in both Pakistani and international media,
talking about how education should be pursued for all. In October 2011, Taliban
gunmen boarded Malala’s school bus and decided to shoot her in her face.
Fortunately the bullet went through her head and into her shoulder. Surprisingly
she survived the shooting. At a very young age Malala has become a worldwide symbol of courage and hope. Her shooting has caused many people in
Pakistan and globally to pursue education for women.
Personally I feel that Malala should not continue. If she values her life she
should stop. The reason is that if the Taliban decide to kill her what would happen to her parents? How would they react? If the Taliban aren’t afraid to shoot
her in a school bus full of children while she is gaining popularity, I’m pretty sure
they wouldn’t be scared to kill her while she is up on stage getting an award or
giving a speech. It’s a wonder why they didn’t try to shoot her while she was
receiving her Nobel Peace Prize.
We won’t ever know if she will live to be 25 or even live to see the next morning.
As well as I know this she knows this better.
- Anna Siddiqui

Malala
The guns are shooting
The bombs are booming
Like the world is coming to an end
Malala the one and only
Girl that stood up
For her nation, for her country
And her people
Malala got shot
That bullet didn’t kill her
Instead it made her stronger
Day by day
She fought for education
Education for the girls
In her country
Zannatul Ala
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Editorial Advisor Team Commentary
What a joyous journey of journalistic citizenship and language arts power, these Ditmas Bulldog
Buzz students are experiencing!! After their first issue, praise poured in from the Ditmas community, Superintendent Costantino, Sharon Dunn, Vice President of the New York Historical Society,
Rachel Walman, Family Coordinator of New York Historical Society , Mark Gura, President of the
ISTE Literacy Network and authors Joan Bauer and Trudy Ludwig. Our partners FDC and their
executive director Robin Redmond provided support for a portion of the costs of this priceless
ineffable project. Students from Pennsylvania’s Major Johnstown High School have added their
commentary to this issue. Theresia Avilla, Columbia Journalism major has agreed to mentor the
students. They will soon visit the actual broadcast centers of CBS 880 and 1010 Wins.
As educators we are excited by the ownership of literacy skills and the emerging distinctive voices
of our students. As engaged citizens with civic and humane passions ourselves, we are excited to
see our students emerge as citizens now of their local, state and global society.
We are awed by our Ditmas colleagues’ collective talents, the generosity and involvement of our
entire building staff and the support of DNN staffers plus co-founders Mr. Carideo and Mr. Liotta.
Mr.Young and Ms. Aybar have nurtured our efforts. Most of all our Principal Mr. Kevorkian pops in
after school to check on our progress and urge us along.
We firmly believe that this team of founding Ditmas Buzz writers and artists will “fire up” and inspire
the civic, literacy, and social passions of the entire school. Already double their number have contributed to this second issue.
We will follow as our Ditmas Bulldog Buzz journalists lead the open road of engaged literacy, law
and life citizenship.
Michael Downes, Faculty Advisor
Dr. Rose Reissman, Assistant to Mr. Downes
Ms. Amanda Xavier

Ditmas Bulldog Sponsors: FDC, TWRuban Group, Marketwise Trading, Ismet Akhter- Writing
Institute production Associate and the Simi Fund

Amanda Xavier
ELA EDITOR
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