
READY to LEARN! 

How to Help Your Child SUCCEED in School 
 

Suggested Homework Supplies (to keep at home): 

Keep Homework Supplies in a separate plastic box or plastic holder (see 

options below). Check with your child during the year to make sure they 

still have the supplies they need.   

 

1. No. 2 Pencils (about 24) 

2. Magic Rub Erasers (about 4) 

3. 5 glue sticks 

4. 1 bottle of white glue 

5. Scissors 

6. Two Yellow Highlighters 

7. Two Other Color Highlighters 

8. 1 box of markers  

9. 1 box of colored pencils 

10. 1 or 2 pencil pouches (labeled with name) 

11. Eight 2-pocket paper folders 

(2 red, 2 blue, 2 yellow, 2 purple) 

12. Loose leaf paper (2 packages) 

13. Plain white letter size paper 

14. Stapler/staples 

15. Scotch Tape 

16. Ruler 

17. Protractor 

18. Calculator (used to check work) 

19. Small Student Dictionary 

20. Small Student Thesaurus 

 

Communication 

Education is a partnership between home and school. We value parent involvement at every level and 

encourage you to partner with us. In order for this partnership to be effective, we need to be able to 

communicate.  

 

Please feel free to call, write a note, or e-mail your teachers with any questions or concerns you have about 

your child’s education. A listing of teacher emails can be found on the school website, www.ditmas.org, along 

with a calendar of events. Please check our website for information on a regular basis.  

 

Russian and Spanish translators are available at no cost through our Parent Coordinator, Marilyn Aybar.  If 

you speak a different language, you may also request a translator. We will do our best to accommodate you.  

 

Things You Can Do At Home To Help Your Child At School 

● Read with your child every night for about 15 minutes (allow them to read to you). 

● Ask your child about school and take an interest in what they are learning. 

● Keep a school calendar so that your child can make note of important school dates and project deadlines 

● Make sure your child gets enough sleep. 

● Set limits on the amount of television he/she watches. 

● Make sure he/she has a good breakfast each morning. 

 

 

Behavior Expectations 

We have high expectations for the students in our school.  We expect the students to achieve academically to 

their fullest potential.  We also expect students to contribute in a positive manner to our school.  They 

should: 

 

http://www.ditmas.org/


1. Show respect to each other and to adults 

2. Make good decisions 

3. Solve problems 

 

FICTION Reading Strategies: 
(Your child should use the following reading strategies.) 
Before Reading 

○ Think about the cover, title and what you already know about the topic. 
○ Look it over quickly and think about the illustrations, photos, graphs and charts. 
○ Read the headings and captions. 
○ Read the back cover or inside of the jacket cover. 
○ Think about questions you have. 
○ Make a few predictions. 

 

During Reading 
○ Make mental pictures of the story while you’re reading. 
○ Use pictures, graphs, charts and word clues to understand the confusing parts. 
○ Identify any unfamiliar words and use context clues to figure out their meanings. 
○ Stop and reread if necessary. 
○ Think about questions you might have while reading and read on to discover the answers. 
○ Jot down a tough word on a post-it and the page it’s on and ask for help. 
 

After Reading 
○ Think about the main character(s), how were they in the beginning, middle and end of the story/book?  Did they change? 

Why? 
○ If there was a problem, think about the problem and the solution. 
○ Discuss or write your reaction to the story (its characters, the events that occurred). 
○ Reread to find support or evidence for questions. 

 

NON-FICTION Reading Strategies: 
(Science, Social Studies, Law, any other non-fiction.) 
Before Reading 

○ Think about the title, subject and what you want to know about the topic. 
○ Look it over quickly and think about the illustrations, photos, graphs, charts. 
○ Read the headings and captions. 
○ Read the questions at the end of the chapter and/or unit. 
○ Read the vocabulary list at the beginning of the chapter/unit. 

 

During Reading 
○ Think about the chapter/unit questions while reading.  (If it is a copy you are allowed to write on, highlight the areas that 

might answer a question and number it.) 
○ Use pictures, graphs, charts and word clues to understand the confusing parts. 
○ Identify any unfamiliar words and use context clues to figure out their meanings. 
○ Use the vocabulary list at the beginning of the chapter/unit, and/or the glossary in the back of the book to look up any 

difficult words. 
 

After Reading 
○ Think about the topic/subject.  What did you learn? 
○ Answer the questions found in the chapter (at the end of each section). 
○ Write the answers to the chapter/unit questions in your notebook.  
○ Use as many details as you can from the text to answer your questions thoroughly. 
○ Make a “T” chart.  One side has questions and the other side has the answers in complete sentences.  This will help with 

studying later on. 


