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The Ditmas Bulldog looks to provide its readers with information about 

the school’s activities, opportunities and workings they do not know.  In 

addition, as current citizens of the world we seek to examine how “OUT-

SIDE” local, state and national events touch us and our community.  We 

want to reflect your needs, concerns, hopes, dreams and “Fun Facts.”  

This is our first issue, send us your story ideas, graphic captures, art and 

more.  You can and should be part of our Buzz.

Muskan Rani 

Our Mission Statement

Welcome Back
Veronica Chambers: 
Ditmas Student of the 

80’s Returns to Ditmas

On October 2, 2014, Veron-
ica Chambers revisited Dit-
mas which she attended in 
the 1980’s.  As a seventh and 
eighth grader at our school 
she dreamed of being a writer.  
Flash forward to 2014. She 
returns as best selling author 
of Mama’s Girl, Yes, Chef and 
co-author of Robin Roberts’ memoir.  
Accompanied by her lovely daugh-
ter Flora who helped with her Smart 
Board presentation, Veronica 

shared memories of her joyous Ditmas Foreign 
Language classes and English Language Arts Classes.   She 

explained to our current students in six classes- grades 6 and 7- how she had developed her 
talents to achieve her goals.  As she displayed all her book titles, she noted how her books have 
all been very different.  One lesson she has learned along the way which she passed on to Dr. 
Rose’s students (who had read Mama’s Girl with Ms. Xavier, Mr. Grzelecki and Mr. Downes) 

was that she made a mistake initially comparing herself to Toni Morrision, the famous female 
writer.   She realized that she had to “just write it like me.”  Another key life lesson Veronica 
imparted to every class and those students who had lunch with her and Flora was,  “Have high 
expectations so that you can achieve them.”  For Veronica, Ditmas was the right platform 
from which she could build to achieve her high expectations.  As Ditmas students we can be 
inspired by Veronica’s example and her presence to build upon her own high expectations.

Muskan Rani , Editor in Chief 

- Veronica Chambers 

“I had high expectations 
which helped me achieve.”

- Veronica Chambers 

“I think that when someone 
lets you slide, they don’t 

think you’re good enough.”

- Veronica Chambers 

“People had low 
expectations for me 

because I was black…”
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Inspiration came with you. It came from your heart and that is pushing me to 

work to be who I actually am. I had inspiration, but yours just added to it. 

Through this inspiration, I am becoming who I am. I am showing the real me 

to the real world. It’s hard. Yet at the same time it is amazing. Ms. Chambers, 

I thank you so, so much. It is so great to meet people like you. It is great 

to receive inspiration.

Zebo Sultanova

INSPIRATION CAME WITH YOU-
Student Reaction to Veronica Chambers

Bear Creek- 
Back to You-                                           
                                    

Thank you Dylan, on behalf of 

our Ditmas Bulldog Buzz and 

Writing Institute Ambassadors 

for the thoughtful and amazing 

letter you wrote to us. Our time 

at Bear Creek was inspiring. It 

was great to witness what you 

have achieved. You opened my 

eyes to a whole set of a new 

activities and foods. You are 

nonjudgmental eight graders.  It 

was also a privilege to perform in 

front of you guys. But, it was not 

just these reasons I am grateful 

to have visited Bear Creek. 

It was the fact that there were 

so many people that were so 

smart and helpful and kind at 

your school. You made me feel at 

home in your school and I was so 

sad when we had to leave. I am 

going to have a special surprise 

for you when you get here in 

May. I am forever thankful to 

have met you guys and I can-

not wait to see you again. Bear 

Creek is awesome. It is not the 

buildings that count. What counts 

is the people like you Dylan, 

and people like Stephanie and 

Gabby, and all the others. I will 

be the first one to greet you. Bye 

guys!!!!!!

I’ll see you soon!!!

Starlin Valeria

From Pakistan to Pros-
pect Park and Cortelyou 
Road- Malala Relevance 
to IS 62 and you!

Malala is an outstanding girl, 

who is from Pakistan.  She 

wasn’t supposed to go to school 

since the Taliban banned girls 

from going to school. But she 

didn’t take “no” for an answer, 

she attended school.  As a conse-

quence, she was shot in the head, 

by a Taliban gunman, on a bus on 

the way to school. Her “crime” 

was that she spoke up for the 

rights of girls to be educated.  

She didn’t want to her future to 

consist of being imprisoned in 

her four walls and just cooking 

and giving birth. 

Before she was even shot, she 

was a blogger on BBC Urdu. 

She wrote about her blog anon-

ymously about her life there. At 

that time, the Taliban were ban-

ning televisions, music, and girls’ 

education in her valley. Now, 

she has shared the 2014 Nobel 

Peace Prize. She has her own not 

for profit fund, the Malala fund. 

Even Angelina Jolie donated to 

the Malala fund.   

Open Submission Question:  

Does the Koran support girls’ 

rights to an education?  How 

many of you students in the 

United States would be willing 

to take a bullet for the right to 

go to school?  How many of you 

would continue to fight for the 

“BEAR”ing in 
Mind Comparison of 
Recreation Facilities 
between Bear Creek 

and Ditmas

Several students have gone 

to Bear Creek Charter School 

located in Pennsylvania. Even 

though this school is in the 

United States, it differs from 

Ditmas in several ways. The 

first thing that stands out is the 

type of area the school is placed 

in. Bear Creek is in a rural area 

where there is a lot of nature sur-

rounding the school, such as the 

woods with wild animals, some 

are bears. The students in the 

charter school say that there are 

even snakes in those woods. 

 There are a lot more dif-

ferences than just environment. 

The students who attend the 

school have environmental class. 

During this class, students go 

out into the woods and explore. 

Physical Education is only 45 

minutes in Bear Creek.  We have 

it for 90 minutes which is twice 

what they have. Their lunch 

period is also different.  They go 

out to play first. However stu-

dents here eat and then go out. 

 The playgrounds differ 

from each other. Students here 

play on concrete. In Pennsylva-

nia, students play on grass. It is 

safer to play on real grass. There 

is also more equipment to play 

with. They have seesaws which 

are really fun. Students really 

seem to enjoy it. There is also a 

place to play Gaga Ball.

 There is a huge difference 

between here and the charter 

school. Even the littlest things 

matter. It makes the biggest dif-

ference like the equipment in the 

playground.

By :Zebo Sultanova

- Veronica Chambers 

 “I had no outside exposure 
to the arts and the world of 

writing””



 

All around you, you hear people 
talking about Ebola. But what is 
really Ebola?  Is it just a normal 
virus or is it more than that? Is 
there a cure for this virus? What 
will happen next? Ebola is one of 
numerous viruses. It is a severe, 
often fatal disease in humans and 
nonhuman primates such as mon-

keys, gorillas, and chimpanzees.  
Ebola can happen when there is 
direct contact with the blood or 
secretions of an infected person. It 
can be passed through exposure to 
objects such as needles that have 
been contaminated with infected 

secretions. If you want to prevent 
this from happening in a hospital 
or airport setting, then wear pro-
tective clothing such as masks, 
gloves, gowns, and goggles. If 
a patient has Ebola then he/she 
should contact an unprotected per-
son since Ebola is contagious. You 
should always wash your hands in 
order to prevent any germs or vi-
ruses.

Some signs and symptoms of 
Ebola-many of these are symp-

toms of other diseases as well so 
testing is key, are the following:

- Rash                                                                                     
-Red eyes  
- Hiccups
- Cough
- Sore throat 

-Chest pain
-Difficulty breathing
-Difficulty swallowing
-Bleeding inside and outside of 

the body
-Fever
-Headache
-Joint and muscle aches
-Weakness
-Diarrhea
-Vomiting
-Stomach pain
-Lack of appetite

Mr. Grzelecki’s students have 
been thinking about whether, as 
citizens of the United States, we 
should support closing airports 
to those coming into our country 
from countries where the Ebola 
crisis is full blown.  

Following are some of his 606 
and 608 students “Citizen Now” 
takes on this:

Alyssa Mclean of 608 thinks 
that the borders of Libe-
ria should be closed for 
United States travelers 
because then the infec-
tion will most certainly 
spread here.  I believe 
this is necessary even if 
the travelers are checked 
for symptoms.  

Tiffany Garcia of 608 agrees be-

cause even if the travelers to the 
United States have no symptoms 
they could be on the plane bring-
ing the illness to the United States. 
This is a disease for which there is 
no current cure so travelers should 
not come into the United States 
now. 

Katherine Mandoza of 605 feels 
that Ebola has horrific symptoms 
and has already spread to Spain 
so borders in Liberia should be 
closed to travelers to and the 
United States.

Aryana Moreau of 605 adds that 
the borders of Liberia need to be 
closed for travel until there is med-
icine available in sufficient stock 
that has been shown to be an ef-
fective cure. As a reporter with 
three years experience , I think it 
is terrific that sixth grade in Mr. 
Grzelecki’s class keep citizenship 
journals on key issues.

Zannatul Ala-International News 
Impact on IS 62 students and 

families
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World to You

Ebola Outbreak-
From Around the

“Borders of Liberia should 
be closed for United States 
travelers because then the 

infection will most certainly 
spread here”

Alyssa Mclean

Wow!  The student coun-
cil meeting was incredible. 
Ms.Aybar (Parent Coordina-
tor) and Michael Zakaa Young 

(PTA President) are doing a 
great job. The student coun-
cil started their meeting in the 
Gym. They divided the repre-
sentatives into three sections, 
6th Grade exploratory, LCS, 
and APVA. Council members 

were given boards to write 
important information. After 
Ms.Aybar took attendance , 
they were gathered in a circle. 

Here are some choice tidbits 
from that circle.

“We’re sitting in a circle be-
cause we want to make you 
guys feel that no one here is 
bigger or small than you.”

“We are all a community.”
“People are counting on us.”
“We must work together to 

make  Ditmas a better school.”
“Isn’t our voice stronger to-

gether?”
“You need to attend the 

events in order to represent 
your class.”

“Everyone is watching us and 

depends on us to make Ditmas 
better.”

“There is nothing we can’t do 
together and together we can 
accomplish anything.”

Now that is a great banner- 
motto to live by and “council” 
lead Ditmas!!

-Ernata Preval

Leading the Way

- Ernata Preval
 

“We must work together 
to make Ditmas a better 

school.”

right to education after being shot in the head?  Explain your argument in 3-5 sentences.  The best responses will be published next issue- send them 

to Mr. Downes@301.  If you have lived in Pakistan or your families have, share their first person’s experiences and reactions to Malala and her advo-

cacy for rights to education for all.

Javariya Balal



Page 5 November 2014Ditmas IS62 Bulldog Buzz

When we as individuals visu-
alize November, the thought of 
Thanksgiving swims in our imagi-
nation. Within a blink of an eye we 
picture….well… TURKEY!  We 
imagine the stunning turkey that 
is quite delectable. The aroma the 
house gets filled with when your 
mom puts the turkey in the oven is 
to die for!! When we think about 
turkey our mind puts  a picture of  
a Foodtown turkey, making our 
mouths water.  However some citi-
zens do not have turkey! I KNOW 
RIGHT, INSANE!!!!
Thanksgiving around the globe

Here’s a celebrations insider’s 
look at what actually goes on in a 
sampling of APVA and LCS stu-
dents’ households on the calendar 
days designation for this celebra-
tion:

Allison Dubrow APVA 760, Hel-
ena Saguile LCS 860 --- Traditional 
Thanksgiving feast with turkey 
dinners and family get togethers

Arifa Akter APVA 718, Maha-
nooor Zia APVA 718, Muskan Rani 
LCS 860, Zannatul Ala APVA 750, 
Evelyn Velez LCS 860. --- Bland 
Thanksgiving no turkey, just a typ-
ical day. This particular celebration 
is not held in their families.

Javariya Balal LCS 805 --- Fun, 

no turkey They have quite a feast 
however no turkey.  The family 
does get together, but not for tradi-
tional turkey and fixings.

Sara Ghauri APVA 750 --- Some-
what Bland-They have a turkey 
(quite often turkey rice)  The 
Huaris hold that everyday is a day 
to be thankful for the blessings that 
they have received. 

Let the celebrations begin- Hold 
the Turkey!!!!!!!!!! 

Sara Ghauri- Cultural and 
Culinary Columnist

                                    

TURKEY TURKEY 
MAMA MIA!

Thanks to and for Losar                                                                                                                                            
I am a 12 year old boy. Now I live in 
Brooklyn N.Y, with my family. I study 
in 7th grade. Today is November 12. 
Thanksgiving Day is knocking on my 
door. It is waiting for me to open it. 
This is the second year that I am cel-
ebrating Thanksgiving. I never heard 
about Thanksgiving until I came to 
America. Two years ago,  I lived in 
Nepal, a place in Asia. I never heard 
about Thanksgiving Day in Nepal. 
However there was a holiday known 
as Losar that was similar to it. They 
also have many differences.
      
        Losar is the Tibetan word for 
“new year.” Losar is the most im-
portant holiday in Tibet, Nepal and 
Bhutan. Originally the ancient, cel-
ebrations of Losar occurred solely 
on the winter solstice, and was only 
moved to coincide with the Chinese 
and Mongolian New Year by a leader 
of the Gelug school of Buddhism. 

Losar is traditionally preceded by 
the five day practice of Vajrakilaya. 
Losar occurs near or on the same 
day as the Chinese New Year and 
then Mongolian New Year. However 
the traditions of Losar are unique 
to Tibet, and predate both Indian 
and Chinese influences.   Losar 
is celebrated for 15 days, with the 
main celebrations on the first three 
days. On the first day of Losar, a 
beverage called changkol is made 
from chhaang. The second day 
of as King’s Losar gyalpo Losar is 
known losar. Losar is also celebrated 
by Yolmo, Sherpa, Tamang, Gurung, 
and Bhutia.  It is an occasion to-
visit friends and relatives. At night 
Tibetans whirl burning torches in 
the homes to drive away evil spirits. 
They prepare foods offer to god. 
These foods are given to the public 
at the end of the holiday.  
     Nagwang Sonam

Wow!  The student council 
meeting was incredible. Ms.Aybar 
(Parent Coordinator) and Michael 
Zaka

The Bullying Scene- October 
2014 was Bully Prevention Month

Many people these days are 
being bullied, either because of 
their height, or they are new from 
another county, or their looks or 
outfits, but what’s the reason for 
this? Is it because the bullies just 
want to, or the bullies went through 
bullying also? What is bullying to 
you? Bullying is unwanted by ev-
eryone.  It’s an aggressive behavior 
amongst  school aged children that 
involves a real power imbalance. 
The behavior is repeated, or has the 

potential to be repeated, over time. 
Bullying includes actions such as 
making threats, spreading rumors, 
attacking someone physically or 
verbally, and excluding someone 
from a group on purpose. There are 
many roles that kids can play when 
they bully others. Kids can bully 
others, they can be bullied, or they 
may witness bullying. 

When kids are involved in bully-
ing, they often play more than one 
role. It is important to understand 
the multiple roles kids play in order 
to effectively prevent and respond 
to bullying. Bullying is not a good 
environment for anyone. Bullies 
can begin by just stopping it.

Azreen Hoque

The Bullying Scene- 
October 2014 was

Bully Prevention Month
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Bulldog Buzz. . Have you read?  Bulldog Buzz, the first you’ve seen,
 Come read Bulldog Buzz , Come read the student paper in our favor!!

Starlin Valeria

Student ART

By Tahiya Saiyed



Attention! Sargent!!!
Gerard  Sargent  Puts  us  “At Ease”!!!

“Aim high, never settle for less.”  That 
saying guided him.  He has never set-
tled for less in his life and is continuing 
to aim high.

He grew right here in Brooklyn. Ge-
rard Sargent attends Hunter College 
in Manhattan. He is our site director 
at Ditmas I.S 62 for Flatbush Devel-
opment Corporation (FDC) which is 
a nonprofit organization.  It is this or-
ganization which supports after school 
work on the Bulldog Buzz under the 
supervision of Mr. Downes assisted by 
Dr. Reissman.

 Prior to being our very own youth co-
ordinator, he was an assistant athletic 
director. When asked why he works 
so much with kids, Sargent stated,  “I 
am an overgrown kid in life . . . I love 
young people.” Sargent told us he likes 
to see kids at Ditmas with potential to 
GROW UP TO BE GREAT.

Sargent makes sure that the mem-
bers of FDC always have the supplies 
needed in order to run a flawless orga-
nization as well as a fun environment  
for all kids. He also coordinates all of 
our events and works to expand FDC 
by adding as many programs as possi-
ble and attempting different techniques. 
He wants to see the eventual success of 
the program.  In being a contributor to 
that success, he will leave his mark  for 
others to follow in his footsteps for an 
even more successful program. Sargent 

wants to go about this plan by promot-
ing youth advocacy. 

That’s why he’s the self-proclaimed 
“the greatest thing living” and advises 
us all to “never let ‘em see you sweat.”

Helena Sagaille
 

“Hidden Talents” News
Do You Have These Talents that are 

Hidden in Plain Sight?
I have found that many students and 

teachers have their own unique hidden 
talents and interesting 
jobs from the past. Some 
are meek, while others 
are quite proud of them. 

Student Nicholas 

Gayle: he plays the keyboard, clari-
net, and other wind/brass instruments. 
It is possible that he’s taking after his 
brother, Nigel who also played the clar-
inet. 

Diego Lopez is a great soccer player, 
and probably taking after his brother, 
Kevin (who of course, also played).  
Tony (or Obed) Arias is aspiring to be 
a computer programmer, and is a great 
artist. I am told Brianna Johnson and 
Ifa Farrukh are good artists.

Among the 
teachers, Mr. 
Downes (the 
social stud-
ies teacher to 

many students) has been a lawyer in 
the past, as well as a historian. He also 
used to be a singer in the band “Chain 
Reaction”. 

If you uncover any talents held by our 
teachers and students, let Bulldog Buzz 
know so we can REVEAL them here 
and celebrate these individuals.

Joseph Gonzalez

Inspirational People –
Presenting PTA Co-President Zakaa 

Young
This Gentleman’s name is Michael 

(Zakaa) Young. “Zakaa” means pure in 
Arabic. 

He was born and raised in Brooklyn. 
While he tried to earn money on mini-
mum wage, he cleaned up in Prospect 
Park (for a month in the summer). He 
attended P.S. 181 in elementary school, 
Walt Whitman Junior High School, 
Erasmus High School, and Syracuse 
University. He has been a nurse for 
about 20 years, the intensive care unit 
for 13 years, and the emergency room 
for 4 years. He most certainly has a 
passion for helping people. However, 
he retired in 2011. 

But his life certainly is not dull. He 
has his own marketing and promotion 
business. He’s been on Hot 97, along 
with WBLS radio station once a month 
(FM 107.5). And he’s been around the 
world thrice. He’s been to Malaysia, 
China, Japan, Australia, Egypt, Ghana, 
Morocco, Senegal, England, Germany, 
France, Spain, Holland, Brazil, Hon-
duras, Israel, Dubai, and all of the Ca-
ribbean islands.
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 Joseph Gonzalez 

“ Do You Have These Talents 
that are Hidden in Plain 

Sight”

DITMAS ON SITE CELEBRITIES

   The Man Who Keeps Us Safe- Every School Day-

Rudy Lewis  You walk through an entrance to our school and see a smil-
ing but authoritative man in uniform at the door.  You rush in to class, but 
did you realize . . . you just passed. . . ?   

• What is your name?
  School Safety Agent Lewis
• What do you do every day?
It varies, different things, such as walking the building and doing pa-

perwork. 
• What happens when parents come in?
They show ID.  Next they sign in at the front desk and go into the 

Main Office.
• Do you take any special measures during parent teacher conferences?
Walk the hallways more, check the doors and check the cameras.
• What do you do if you see suspicious activities?
Stop the individuals. I ask them what they are doing in the hallway 

without a pass. I check to see if they are intruders.
• Are there things like daily patrols?
We keep our eyes on the outside perimeter of the school.  Periodically 

we check the school yards.
• Do you monitor the entire school with cameras? 
Yes. We also have cameras outside.
Our school safety agents help protect us. We should appreciate them and 

their hard work.  As we students enter and leave Ditmas, let’s remember 
to thank School Safety Agent Lewis for watching over us and everyone 
who is part of the Ditmas community!

Evelyn Velez

 He heavily believes the following, 
“After you finish school, you’ve got 
to see the world.” He said, “There’s 
so much to learn, I love learning about 
different cultures and people of other 
faiths.”

 His goal is to make the school a bet-
ter  place. He wants to make the outside 
community a better place. 

Joseph Gonzalez

Accent on Achieving Aybar- 
Parent Coordinator with No 

Peer

This lady’s name is Ms. Aybar.
She can paint, draw, sing, dance, and 

garden. She was raised to not be idle 
for a single second. But she has a heart 
of gold. She has a passion for helping 
and healing others. She has got some of 
her inspiration from Michael Jackson’s 
“We Are The World.” But she’s even 
more amazing. While the technology of 
the computer was still quite primitive, 
she self-taught herself to understand 
Dos. She also worked with a team of 
software engineers in the past.

Joseph Gonzalez



 Sneak Peak-at 
Crunchy Kids

                        

    Sources have told me that a new 
FDC program is in creation, “Trailblaz-
ers” after school. You have to think, 
how environmentally aware are you? 
Are you a “crunchy” kid? 

For those of you that aren’t, 
“Crunchy” is when you are into greens 
like broccoli. The more Eco-friendly 
you find yourself, the crunchier you 
are. 

The as yet unannounced FDC pro-
gram, is planning on identifying all the 
greens outside of Ditmas. Meeting after 
school these “crunchy” kids will map 
all the green space or all the growing 
plants outside. This program will be an 
amazing way to discover all your “hid-
den green thumbs.’’ 

   ~ Phëmë (aka Evelyn Velez)

Should Remedy-
ing Poverty be a 

Priority?
    I believe that poverty is something 

no one should be put through.  Every-
one deserves to live their life well and 
enjoy it since we only have life each to 
live.  Poverty should be taken care of 
as soon as possible.  The government 
has all this money that they’re afraid to 
spend, so why not spend it on getting 
rid of poverty?  Eliminating  poverty is 
very important because if not, it limits 
lifespan.

Allison Dubrow
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Specialized high school tests are un-
acceptable. If the high schools give the 
test and let’s say they gave it to 700 
people and 700 people pass, there is no 
possible way that anyone else can at-
tend that specific high school. The high 
school probably would have thought 
that only half of the kids would pass 
the test or less, so all the people on the 
waiting list to get in are on their tip 
toes. 

What if 700 people passed the test ? 

 

To Join or View the Dance- Ask yourself 
why . . .                               
 

Why should people outside of dance consider trying the motion?
My name is Theresia Walker- Kuhne .  I am an opinionated young lady.  I strongly 

believe, that kids and even adults that don’t take dance, should.  You may have tried 
dancing and not have liked it.  Let me tell you something. When I dance, I feel a 
strong, amazing, and positive. I don’t even understand how someone can’t like 
dancing. Every single person that I know or have met, has said that he or she “ loves,  
loves,  loves  dance.” Mostly, because of the vibe of the movement. My opinion 
is that anybody in the world who wants to full to express  feelings and emotions 
should dance. Dancing will give you a positive, energetic feeling. 

In the Muslim environment according to Muslim born reporter Azreen Hoque,  
many citizens are not allowed to dance. Dancing is against the Muslim religion. 
“After the age of 11 or 12, we are not allowed to dance. We’re growing  and we 
are not supposed to show  off, unlike other people.   Just saying, but in my culture, 
you’re actually not allowed to wear tights and shorts.”

“I love dance. It’s so enjoyable and putting together choreography and making a 
full set of movements is just awesome!” said Allison Dubrow at the Ditmas Junior 
High School. 

So are you ready to join the dance or at least watch others expressing their joy?  
Let me know your opinion.

Theresia Walker- Kuhne         

That’s the limit. No one else can go in 
the school. It is not fair at all that stu-
dents try their hardest to pass a test so 
hard it causes some students to literally 
pull their hair out. I feel if you want to 
get into a very good high school, then 
it should depend on grades, behavior, 
portfolios, ability in work, participa-
tion, personality and teacher recom-
mendations. Getting in a high school 
shouldn’t at all depend on passing one 
insanely complicated test.

Theresia Walker-Khune

Culinary Concerns
In the opinion of this columnist, cafeteria food needs to be healthy.
Currently our public schools serve hamburgers, french fries, chicken nuggets, 

pasta, milk, pizza, rotten fruits and mozzarella sticks.  While many students 
enjoy these foods because they taste good, they are not all necessarily healthy.   
Were it me personally, I would opt for soy milk over regular milk.   While health 
foods may be expensive, the food at least needs to be appetizing and fresh.

That is one student’s point of view, what’s yours?
Theresia Walker-Kuhne,  Critic’s Corner             
 

Venting on School Vending Machines- 
Offer Healthy Choice or Preferred Junk 
Food?

School officials are deciding on whether or not to keep what’s in vending  
machines currently or to make their product choices healthier.  In addition, the 
students consumers  would prefer junk food and are likely to purchase more of 
it. Many children are becoming obese or are pre-diabetic because of available 
and cheap  junk food in the vending machines.  Some examples of what are in 
our vending machines are chips and popcorn.  That is why school officials want 
junk food to be gone, because it’s not a good food choice to satisfy a student’s 
appetite.

What’s your take on school venting machines menu?
Contact me care of the Ditmas Buzz.
Allison Dubrow
Cornering Controversies  

Weighing in on the Specialized High School 
Tests- What if . . .



Writing to Rescue Animals for Real, 
Right Now

Much of the ELA teaching on the middle 
school level, aligned to the Common Core 
Writing Standards, is very abstract.  The 
educator dutifully teaches the students the 
elements of writing for a persuasive pur-
pose by having them come up with an opin-
ion or position on an issue.  They are told to 
express their opinion in a sentence or two 
on a topic such as how to make friends or 
how to do well in school and then provide 
at least two details which support that opin-
ion or point of view.  These topics are taken 
from their school social life or from their 
Social Studies curricula.  While they are 
familiar to students, their writings backing 
these opinions persuasively, are done with 
limited excitement and engagement.

But what about teaching persuasive writ-
ing and critical reading and research with 
real world results right away for the stu-
dents?  How about having them write for a 
specific purpose that can be quantified by 
an actual life saved in a short time?  Is this 
doable for a group of Title 1 sixth graders 
at a middle school as part of an ELA Class?  

For sixth graders in Ms. Xavier’s 603 
class in Kensington Brooklyn the skills 
of researching, reading for details, identi-
fying nuanced special domain vocabulary 
and  persuasive writing for the functional 
purpose of getting animals adopted be-
comes “real” as they team up with the Un-
wanted Pets organization group to get dogs 
with “issues” adopted into forever homes.  
Beyond integrating Common Core ELA 
critical reading, research, and persuasive 
writing into a single literacy project, this 
one has a bark and a bite to it.  

The Saving a Dog’s Life project grew 
out of Ms. Xavier’s personal passion and 
commitment to adopting animals with is-
sues and needs to be “rescued “ into for-
ever families.  That personal involvement 
introduced her to the ways various res-
cue organizations used websites to share 
information about animals available for 
adoption.  As an ELA teacher, she realized 
that these informational  posts about ani-
mals available which included details of 
weight, age, special needs and personality 
traits, could be used as Informational texts 
for honing informational reading skills.  
Beyond reading for facts and details, she 
focused her students on identifying infor-
mation that would need to be disclosed 
and addressed by any potential adopters.  
Students were asked to find such informa-

tion and explain why those details might 
work against the animal’s adoption.  Once 
they did so, they were challenged to cre-
ate posters ”advertising” that animal for 
adoption with the animal’s positive traits 
emphasized, but also alerting the adopter 
to potential negatives about the animal.  For 
example, Patches a  female 7-8 year old pit-
bull mix available from NYC rescue group 
Unwanted NYC Pets, needed tremendous 
focused attention and would not “fit” into 
a family with other pets.  Patches was also 
going deaf.  However, on the plus side, she 
was sweet and ready to lavish any owner 
who adopted her with infinite kisses and 
tenderness.  Students used these facts iden-
tified from their critical online reading to 
design informational persuasive posters 
which would truthfully represent Patches’ 

qualities and persuade views to adopt her.
The posters were positively reviewed by 

the rescue group.  They were posted online.  
With the scanned posters displayed on the 
site’s Facebook page, IS 62 6th graders had 
transformed their abstract informational 
reading tasks and persuasive writing tasks 
into real world writing for a rescue purpose.  
How better to really persuade than to save a 
dog’s life, one persuasive and informative 
poster at a time? 

Adopt Your Fun Furry Friend- Today

Do you want a dog?  Come down to 
Sean Casey rescue to adopt your fun, furry 
friend. If you cannot adopt, donate food 
and toys.  You can also donate your time 
and walk dogs. Whatever your choice, it 
will help save a life. 

Melissa Sanchez

Adopt an Innocent Animal-

Want to get color and joy into your life?  
Make a difference in a dog’s life by walk-
ing dogs and donating food.  You can also 
donate to Sean Casey Animal Rescue or 
Unwantedpets.org to help these groups pur-
chase toys, leashes, pay medical expenses 
and buy food for dogs. You can even donate 
blankets and towels toward the dogs’ care.

Sanziaa Sulona

Raise Funds for Fun Friends- Canines!!

If you think negative things about ca-
nines, then you are wrong. Class 603 under 
the direction of Ms. Xavier, Ms. Schiro 
and Dr. Rose are helping homeless dogs 
find their forever homes with families.  If 
you cannot  adopt, you can make posters, 
buy blankets, and donate toward food.  By 
doing any or all of the above, you can make 
a change for the good.

Jezelle Mitchell
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Saving a Dog’s Life- One
Persuasive Poster at a Time 
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The after school Flat-
bush Development Cen-
ter (FDC) is a great place 
where students can learn 
and have fun at the same 
time. There are many 
activities in F.D.C. such 
as art, game theory, bas-
ketball, dance, fun with 
food, forensic science, 
science, homework time, 
study skills and more.  
Here’s a preview of how 
you can expand your IS 
62 experience through 
FDC’s afterschool pro-
gram.

 The first activity 
was art. Last week, Mr. 
Dan and Mr. Smart taught 
art by having their lucky 
students create sleeve tat-
toos. 

 Another activity 
is game theory. Mr. Dan 
oversees the creation of 
games and teaches game 
theory in the process.  
Not entirely a game.

 Fun with food 
is also another activity 
in F.D.C. there are two 
teachers that do fun with 
food with the kids. The 
next top chefs are learn-
ing food preparation 

from Ms. Alejandro and 
Mr. Smart.

 Another activity is 
science. Saving our planet 
and making it a beautiful 
place are just two of Ms. 
Thomas’s missions in 
teaching science.

 Homework time 
and study skills are prac-
tically the same but two 
different activities. The 
leader of homework 
time and study skills is 

It’s Happen-
ing At Flatbush 
Development 
Center Ditmas 
never closes-

Mr.Morrison. Mr. Morrison says, “Study skills 
provide an opportunity for kids to review certain  
specific reading and content skills as well getting 
help with their present homework.”

Another activity is basketball. The leader is 
Mr.Diaz. He says, “Yes, I enjoy coaching basket-
ball. That’s not the only sport I coach. I like to 
see what I teach improving  every player’s game 
every day.”

 Keep updated on the rolling menu of fun 
and learning- extend Ditmas by staying put same 
site, after school FDC confab of unique activities.  
Thank you,  FDC!!

Azreen Hoque

R.J. Palacio’s 
Wonder-What 
comes next?

 365 Days of Wonder 
is by R.J. Palacio. It is a book 
full of quotes. Well they’re 
not just quotes, they’re inspi-
rational quotes. 365 days is a 
full year. We wish that every 
day would be a joyful day. We 
want to go to bed with happy 
memories.  This sometimes 
happens, but then again, it 
often doesn’t. Therefore, in-
spirational quotes are needed. 

This book is a collection 
of such quotes inspired by 
the precepts of the teacher in 
Wonder.  It can be read every 
single day. One quote each 
day can change how a person 
feels and thinks. It can in-
spire the reader to change the 
world. That one inspirational 
quote can do so much. The 
book can be read at any time 
to make you feel better. This 
book can change the world 
one quote at a time.

Zebo Sultanova  

Dear Editors Rani and Sultanova,

As President of the Pennsylvania Council
for Social Studies and the initiator with 
Dr. Rose Reissman and principal Barry 
Kevorkian of the partnership between 
PCSS and Ditmas, I am awed by your 
ability to produce a student newspaper 
that focuses on Ditmas Bulldog Buzz, but 
still deals with issues beyond your middle 
school such as Ebola and Malala’s Crusade 
for Student Rights.  I have used some of 
your commentary on 

Poverty by Zebo Sultabnova and Allison Dubrow as 
part of a graduate college course on poverty that I teach.

Congratulations on your active citizenship as middle 
school students.

David Keller Trevaskis



So we have all old news, new 
news, gossip news, teacher news, 
but we don’t have SPORT sto-
ries.  But wait at the hoops, two 
Ditmas team players and their 
coaches

Jayce Hewitt (Forward)feels 
that being on the team means 
being part of something which 
celebrates his talent.  He wants 
to be a well known NBA player 
who cares more about his game 
than money.  He is in his third 
year on the team.  Jayce  says, 
“When I am on this court all I see 
is the hoop and the ball.”

Andy Exume (Point Guard) has 
also been on the team for three 
years.  He has been inspired by 
his teammates.  In addition, he 
believes in himself.  At the end 
of the day, he wants to be rich 
and famous.  He knows that Ms. 
Osbourne believes in him. 

Ms. Osbourne confirms her be-

lief in Andy and feels everyone, 
basketball player or not, can ac-
complish his or her goals. 

Catch these rising stars before 
they graduate to high school 
hoops.

Muskan Rani

Uniforms for uniformity 
or Different styles to 
model student diversity?                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                   

     There are many controver-
sial topics that go on at probably 
every school in the U.S.  One of 
those arguments is whether or not 
children in schools should wear 
uniforms.  Some people believe 
that students should wear uni-
forms because if  families can’t 
afford to keep buying clothes 
for their children, a uniform will 
help.   Getting ready in the morn-
ing takes a lot of time because 
unless you plan out what you’re 
going to wear the week before 
or the night before then you will 
struggle in the morning.  In addi-
tion, the school prefers students 
to wear uniforms because if rep-
resents the school better.  The 
way some students dress can dis-
tract students.

  City Councilman King (D-Wil-
liamsbridge) said “I never met a 
child today whose life has fallen 
apart because he had to wear a 
shirt and tie.”  However, if you 
have a uniform all you have to 
do is put it on.  In contrast, some 
students disagree because they 
feel that if they wear what they 
want to they get to express them-
selves.  They do that by choosing 
their style.  As a current seventh 
grader I wouldn’t enjoy having a 
uniform.  In the previous years at 
my old school there was a uni-
form.  I didn’t wear it.   Where do 
you stand on this issue?  Should 
we be “uniformed” at Ditmas or 
not?

Allison Dubrow
Cornering Controversies
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Basketball Frenzy
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Editorial 
Acknowledgments                         

The Ditmas Buzz acknowledges and celebrate the collaborative pro-
gramming support and encouragement of the Flatbush Development 
Program which allocates the editorial board, reporters and advisors 
space and resources as part of its Ditmas afterschool activities.  For 38 
years, this corporation has been dedicated community, connections and 
diversity.  This Ditmas Buzz student centered newspaper under the aegis 
of Michael Downes with the assistance of Dr. Rose Reissman, epito-
mizes the mission of the Flatbush Development Program to facilitate 
youth access to academic, citizenship, cultural, social and emotional 
interactions and products in the context of after school programming.

Message from Newspaper Advisor and Assistant:
It is with pride and pleasure that as educators , we celebrate, support 

and facilitate these dedicated Ditmas 7th and 8th graders in producing 
the school’s first newspaper since the 1970’s.  We gratefully acknowl-
edge the leadership of Mr. Kevorkian, Ms. Sanitago, Ms. Lynch, Ms. 
Esposito, and Ms. Smalley, which cultivated the environment of student 
language arts and citizenship skills that produced our first newspaper 
student team.  These students have taken responsibility for their product 
and developed their own leads and stories.  As the advisor, Mr. Downes 
has infused his civic, community , and historical/neighborhood expertise 
to support the students.  Dr. Reissman has assisted with the story and 
reportorial informational writing.  Mr. Liotta, our exalted and cherished 
colleague (co-creator of DNN) has selflessly agreed to design and tem-
plate our first issue. Mr. Carideo hosted the students on our staff and 
supported all our efforts with his wisdom and journalist expertise. We 
congratulate the students on their civic leadership and look forward to 
the newspaper’s blossoming as a thriving, eagerly anticipated and read 
entity.

Michael Downes, Social Studies Educator and Innovator
Rose Reissman, Assistant to Mr. Downes
Amanda Xavier- ELA Editor

  
 My name is Nagwang Sonam. I am 12 years old. I live with my father 

Lopsang, a construction worker, my mom, a house wife, Jigme, my 
brother, Thamchoe, my sister.  It has been a year since I came here to 
America. In my old country the weather was not to cold or neither too 
hot. It had a mild climate. It rained a lot in summer. I liked getting wet a 
lot. There was no electricity. So we used candles at night. I loved play-
ing with candles when I was small. Every night I used to melt the wax 
and make things. My mother always shouted at me saying that you have 
to stop playing with candle. But I did not listen to her and played with 
candle when my parents were not home. One day the hot wax fell on 
my leg and I got burned. I was so afraid that if I show my wound to my 
mother, she would turn into a lion and roar at me. So I hid it from her. 

 In 2013,  I came to America leaving my friends. When I first reached 
here it was raining a lot. The wind were jumping and moving here and 
there. It looked like the rain was blind and the wind was trying to show 
the way to the rain like a kid or a person trying to help a blind man to 
cross the road. A taxi came in front of me, in the front of the car there I 
saw a person smiling at me. He was an Indian. Suddenly another person 
came out of the car. He was big. He opened the trunk of the car. The 
driver came out and took our bags and kept in the trunk. After a movement 
they said to get in. I got scared. I sat at the back seat with my mother, 
brother and sister. We reached our destination. When the strangers went, 
I asked my mother who is he. She was surprised and said:” he is your 
father.” I saw my father for the first time in my life. He went to America 
two years after I was born.                

Nagwang Sonam                                                                                                          

                                                                                                

I am a young and proud 12 year old woman. I am a dancer who cho-
reographs as well. It is very interesting to me. As one of the Bulldog Art 
Designers, I also have a passion and talent for art. I draw many things like 
wedding dresses and flowers. 

Recently, I started watching YouTube videos about makeup. Makeup 
includes contours and highlights which I applied to drawings on paper. 
Every spare second goes to art. Whether it is doodling or actually draw-
ing a picture from online or my imagination, I will always love it. I will 
also improve on it. Art drives my life.

Zebo Sultanova

I am a 7th grader in Ditmas I.S.62. I had bad times in my life. I was 
bullied for 2 months in my elementary school because of my height. Now 
I am 4’5”. I also have been tutoring for 3 ½ years! I love my job.   I tutor 
all subjects. I even help with their homework! All I can say is I love my 
life!! I have more privileges than others!

Azreen Hoque 
Social Issues High End Reporting






